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dheinem@co.pierce.wa.us
Mary Hall, Elections Supervisor
253-798-2146
mjohns6@co.pierce.wa.us

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.

3

Election Costs
Cost of Participating in an Election
RCW 29A.04.410; RCW 29A.32.270

known information about a particular election date.

Every city, town and taxing district is responsible for paying its proportionate share
of election costs. Pierce County will either
transfer funds or bill the city, town or taxing
district directly for these costs.

The cost of preparing a local voters’ pamphlet (described below) is an election cost
billed to local jurisdictions included in the
pamphlet and is prorated and charged in the
same manner as other election costs.

The State Auditor’s office has established
uniform procedures for allocating election
costs to each jurisdiction based upon its
registered voter population as a percentage of registered voters in all jurisdictions
participating in that election.

Local voters’ pamphlet costs are captured
separately and are allocated to participating
jurisdictions based on the number of registered voters.

Election costs vary from one election to
the next depending on a variety of factors.
However, the number of participating jurisdictions and their respective size is the
primary variable impacting what the costs
will be for the individual jurisdictions. For
example, an election shared by ten jurisdictions will likely cost more per voter than an
election with 75 jurisdictions.

Publication of Local Voters’ Pamphlet
Pierce County publishes an official local voters’ pamphlet for all elections. It is available
in both printed and electronic form on the
Elections Division website. For each proposition, the pamphlet will contain the following:
• Official ballot title
• Explanatory statement

If a mandatory recount is required for a
candidate in a jurisdiction, the cost of the
recount is billed to the jurisdiction.
Special elections administered in February and April are often shared by a smaller
number of jurisdictions, thus the proportionate share of the cost is often greater,
and in some cases may be 100% of the cost
(e.g., a single jurisdiction election).
In deciding when to place a measure on the
ballot, cost is significant, but not the only
factor influencing the decision. A specific
cost or quote cannot be provided as the
cost allocation is dependent upon the number of jurisdictions and registered voters
participating in the election. Estimates will
be based on a reasonable range, taking into
account historical information and specific
4

• “For” and “Against” statements (when
available, see page 11)
• Rebuttal statements (when available,
see page 11)
The full text of a city, town or district resolution calling for an election will not be printed
in the local voters’ pamphlet. However, a
copy of the resolution will be posted on the
Auditor’s website and printed copies are
available and will be mailed upon request.
Call 253-798-8683 to request the full text of a
resolution.
The Elections Division of the Auditor’s office
will determine how the local voters’ pamphlet will be distributed based upon the size
of the election and the number of districts

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
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Election Costs
participating. The local voters’ pamphlet
may be distributed in any one of the following ways:
• By mail to all households (saturation).
• By mail to all registered voter households.
• Included with the ballot and mailed to
each registered voter.
The Secretary of State’s office publishes a
state voters’ pamphlet prior to each general
election for statewide measures and state
and federal offices. Local measures and offices appear in the local voters’ pamphlet.

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Filing a Resolution and Ballot Titles
Submittal Process for Resolutions
RCW 29A.04.330

Resolutions calling for an election by a city,
town or district shall be submitted on or
before the resolution deadline established
by state law. Resolutions calling for a special election in February or April must be
submitted at least 46 calendar days prior
to the election date. Resolutions calling for
an election in conjunction with the primary
or general election must be submitted by
the established deadlines for each election.
See page 13 for resolution deadlines.
How to submit a resolution
In order to place a measure on the ballot an
original signed or certified copy of the resolution must be submitted to the Elections
Division by the applicable deadline. Please
contact Dave Heinemann at 253-798-2162
with any questions.
A Resolution Cover Sheet is mandatory and
must accompany each resolution. This cover sheet contains important contact information required by the Elections Division.
A Resolution Cover Sheet may be found on
the Auditor’s website:
piercecountyelections.org
(see sample on next page)
Upon receipt of the cover sheet and resolution, the Elections Division will send an
acknowledgment notice to the city, town or
district contact person. The resolution and
explanatory statement will be posted on the
Auditor’s website.

Ballot Titles for Local Measures
RCW 29A.36.071
For measures submitted to the voters of a
city or town, the official ballot title is prepared by the city or town attorney. For
6

measures submitted to the voters of a unit
of local government other than a city or
town (e.g., a county, fire district or school
district), the official ballot title is prepared
by the Pierce County Prosecuting Attorney.
The format and content requirements for
local measure ballot titles are very specific
and must conform to state law. Each ballot
title must contain the following elements:
• Identification of the enacting legislative body;
• A statement of the subject matter
not exceeding 10 words in length;
• A concise description of the measure
not exceeding 75 words in length;
and
• A question.
Resolutions submitted by districts which
need a ballot title prepared by the Pierce
County Prosecuting Attorney will be forwarded to that office.
Upon receipt of the final official ballot title
from the Prosecuting Attorney, city attorney
or town attorney, as the case may be, the
Elections Division will notify the city, town
or district contact person via letter or electronically. The final official ballot title will
be posted to the Auditor’s website.

Ballot Title Appeal
RCW 29A.36.090

Any person dissatisfied with the ballot title
for a local measure written by the city attorney, town attorney or Prosecuting Attorney, as the case may be, may appeal to the
Pierce County Superior Court pursuant to
RCW 29A.36.090

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.

Resolution Cover Sheet
This form must accompany each resolution. Contact person or persons should have the authority and be available to answer questions. It is very important that the contact person be available
throughout the election.
Name of District:____________________________________________________________________________
Date of Election:____________________________________________________________________________
Contact Person:____________________________________ Title:___________________________________
Contact Phone Number:____________________________ Fax Number:___________________________
Contact Email:______________________________________________________________________________

Samp
S
Sam
Sample
amp
ample
ple
le

Contact Person:____________________________________
__________________________________
____
________
_________
_____________________
_ Title: ______
_____________
____
Contact Phone Number:____________________________
mb
mber:____
mber:_____
mber:
ber:____
r::____________________________
________
___________________
_____________
_________
______

__________________________
Fax
x Number:
Numb
Num
Nu
er: _______
__________
___
__________
________
____ _

Contact Email:______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________
___________
_________________
__________________________________________________
________
____
______________ __________
_________ ____
___ _________
_______
District Address:____________________________________________________________________________
____
(i.e. lid lift, benefit charge)
Type of Election (levy, bond, etc.):____________________________________________________________

Attorney for District:_________________________________________________________________________
Attorney Phone Number:__________________________ Attorney Fax Number: ____________________
Attorney Email Address: ____________________________________________________________________

Special Instructions: _________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
This online fillable form is available on our website at: piercecountyelections.org.
This form can be filled out, and printed. The mandatory resolution cover sheet form must accompany the original or certified copy of the resolution.
This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
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Voters’ Pamphlet Statements
Explanatory Statements for Local
Measures

be emailed to both the “For” and “Against”
committees (if any) as soon as it is available.

RCW 29A.32.241

Each ballot title must be accompanied by
an explanatory statement. The explanatory
statement is prepared by the Prosecuting
Attorney for county measures and by the
attorney for the jurisdiction submitting the
measure if other than a county measure. All
explanatory statements for city, town or district measures not approved by the attorney
for the jurisdiction submitting the measure
must be reviewed and approved by the Prosecuting Attorney or city or town attorney,
when applicable, before inclusion in the local
voters’ pamphlet.
The purpose of an explanatory statement is to
state the effect of the measure if passed into
law. If prepared by the jurisdiction, proof of
approval by the jurisdictions attorney must be
received by the Elections Division either by
cover letter or email.

RCW 29A.36.080

Requests for copies of official ballot titles or
explanatory statements shall be in writing
and can be obtained by emailing
pcvoterpamphlet@co.pierce.wa.us
Requests shall be made for a specific election and a specific issue. Blanket requests for
multiple/all elections or multiple/all issues
will not be honored.

Establishing Committees “For” and
“Against” a Local Measure
RCW 29A.32.280, Pierce County Code
1.20.050

How to submit the explanatory statement
Email to: pcvoterpamphlet@co.pierce.wa.us
Explanatory statements must be submitted by
email and are due on the prescribed deadline.
See page 13.

For each measure from a unit of local government that is included in the local voters’
pamphlet, the legislative authority of that
jurisdiction shall, not less than 45 calendar
days before publication of the pamphlet,
formally appoint a committee to prepare
arguments advocating voter approval of
the measure and a committee to prepare
arguments advocating voter rejection of
the measure. The jurisdiction shall appoint
persons known to favor the measure to serve
on the “For” committee and shall, whenever
possible, appoint persons known to oppose
the measure to serve on the “Against” committee. Each committee shall consist of
not more than three members; however, a
committee may seek the advice of any other
person or persons. The “For” and “Against”
Committee Member Form must be submitted
by the deadline to appoint committees. (see
page 13)

The final explanatory statement will be posted
to the Auditor’s website. The statement will

If such persons are not immediately known,
the jurisdiction is encouraged to employ

If a jurisdiction does not have an approval
letter from its attorney concerning the explanatory statement, or if a jurisdiction does
not retain legal counsel, the statement shall
be submitted to the Prosecuting Attorney for
review or preparation.
Length and other specifications
Explanatory statements must be 200 words
or less, in block paragraph form. Italics may
only be used to emphasize specific words or
statements. Any other formatting, such as
bold, underline, or all caps, will be changed to
appear in italics.
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Requesting a Copy of the Ballot Title
or Explanatory Statement
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Voters’ Pamphlet Statements
some formal means of notifying the public
that members of the “For” and “Against”
committees are being sought.
Jurisdictions are responsible for providing
committee members with copies of instructions, specifications, and deadlines for all
statements.

All requests must be made by email to
pcvoterpamphlet@co.pierce.wa.us. Appointments will be made in the order that
qualified requests are received by email.
Appointed committee members will be
notified by email. The appointed committee
must abide by the specified time lines for
submitting statements for that election.

The committees are solely responsible for
submitting their statements to the Auditor’s
office in accordance with the specified time
line for that election. (see page 13)

It is not the responsibility of the Auditor’s
office to coordinate communications between committee members or to arbitrate
disagreements among them.

Titles for committee member names will
not be published in the local voters’ pamphlet.

The first person appointed by the Auditor’s
office will be designated as the “1st Committee Member” and “spokesperson” for
the committee. Should the committee be
unable to agree or if multiple statements
are submitted, the statement submitted by
the “1st Committee Member” will be the
statement printed in the local voters’ pamphlet.

Appointments by the Auditor
If a jurisdiction fails to appoint committees
by the statutory deadline, the Auditor’s office will seek out and, whenever possible,
appoint up to three members to each committee.
The Auditor’s office may, in its sole discretion, seek committee appointments through
press releases, notices on the Auditor’s
website, Facebook and Twitter.
The Auditor’s office will use the following
criteria when making appointments:

If a committee member wishes to withdraw,
he or she must notify the Auditor’s office by
email at least 24 hours prior to the submittal deadline for the statement. Once submitted, argument and rebuttal statements may
not be withdrawn or changed.

• Be residents and registered voters of
Pierce County for at least one year immediately prior to their appointment;
• Have a demonstrated ability to communicate rapidly by email; and
• Shall agree to work collaboratively with
co-committee members.
The deadline for an interested party to request a committee appointment is 4:30 p.m.
on the resolution deadline date. See page
13.

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
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“For” and “Against” Committee Members Form
Provide contact information of “for” and “against” committee members. You may list
up to three names per committee to appear in the pamphlet.
Name of Jurisdiction Submitting Measure:_____________________________________________
Jurisdiction Contact Name:___________________________________________________________
Phone:______________________________________________________________________________
Email:_______________________________________________________________________________

“For” Committee

“Against” Committee

1st Committee Member This person

1st Committee Member This person

is responsible for contact with the Pierce
County Elections Division and will serve as
spokesperson for the committee.
Name:

is responsible for contact with the Pierce
County Elections Division and will serve as
spokesperson for the committee.
Name:

Phone:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Phone:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Email:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Email:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Website:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Website:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Committee Name:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

Committee Name:

Publish in Voters’
Pamphlet?

2nd Committee Member

2nd Committee Member

Name:

Name:

Phone:
Email:

Sa
S
Sample
a
ample
mp
ple
le
le
Ph
hon
h
ne:
n
Phone:
E
ma
mail:
Email:

3rd Committee Member

3rd Committee Member

Name:

Name:

Phone:

Phone:

Email:

Email:

This form is available online at: piercecountyelections.org. This form must be filled out,
saved, and attached to an email submitted by the applicable deadline to: pcvoterpamphlet@co.pierce.wa.us
10
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Committee Statements
“For” and “Against” Statements
Length and Other Specifications
“For” and “Against” statements must be 150
words or less, in block paragraph form. Italics may only be used to emphasize specific
words or statements. Any other formatting,
such as all caps, bold, or underlining, will be
changed to appear in italics.
Up to four headings may be used to summarize and identify major arguments or portions
of the statement for the convenience of the
reader. Headings may not exceed 15 words
each and will be printed in bold type. Headings shall not be included in the computation
of the number of words in the statement.

tor will email the text of the statement to the
spokesperson for the opposing committee
listed on the committee appointment form.
An email address is required for the spokesperson.
Rebuttal statements are not required, however, it gives each committee an opportunity
to provide a response to the opposing statement.
The failure of a committee to submit a “For”
or “Against” statement will disqualify the
committee from submitting a rebuttal statement.

Length and Other Specifications
Rebuttal statements must be 75 words or less,
The Auditor’s office reserves the right to elimi- in block paragraph form. Only italics may be
nate excessive paragraph returns if the stateused to emphasize specific words or statement doesn’t fit in space provided.
ments. Any other formatting submitted will be
changed to appear in italics. No headings may
Committee member names, a contact phone
be used in rebuttal statements. Rebuttal statenumber, an email address, and/or website
ments may not interject new issues or arguaddress will be printed in the local voters’
ments and are limited to addressing issues and
pamphlet, but aren’t included in the 150 word
arguments raised in the opposing argument.
count. At least one method of contact (phone,
The Auditor’s office reserves the right to elimiemail, website address) must be provided for
nate excessive paragraph returns if the rebuttal
print in the local voters’ pamphlet.
statement doesn’t fit within space provided.
If the “For” or “Against” statement exceeds
How to Submit “For,” “Against” and Rebutthe applicable word limit the committee
tal Statements
will be notified by email and asked to deEmail to: pcvoterpamphlet@co.pierce.wa.us
lete words, paragraphs or sentences. Only
Statements must be submitted by email and
deletions are allowed. No changes or addiare due on the prescribed deadline. Submittions to the statement will be allowed. The
tal deadlines are strictly observed. See page
shortened statement must be received by
13.
the deadline.
If the deadline has passed and the statement still exceeds the applicable word limit,
it will be shortened by deleting full sentences from the end until the limit is reached.

General Provisions Applicable to All
Statements

Rebuttal Statements

responsibility of the authors and do not represent the position of the Auditor or Pierce
County regarding the measure or of any material contained therein; nor are the Auditor

If both “For” and “Against” statements are

submitted, the Voters’ Pamphlet Coordina-

Arguments and statements prepared by committees “For” or “Against” a measure are the sole

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
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Committee Statements
or Pierce County responsible for the validity
or accuracy of the statements, arguments
or rebuttals.
Statements should be edited and prepared
as carefully as one would edit and prepare
a resume. Spelling, grammar and punctuation errors will not be corrected. Statement
content will be printed exactly as received,
as long as it complies with format specifications.
Be sure the campaign contact email, web
address and phone number included in the
statement are final and functional when
submitted. After submittal, statements are
final and may not be amended.
If a statement exceeds the applicable word
limit, the committee will be notified by
email and asked to delete words, paragraphs or sentences. Only deletions are
allowed. No changes or additions will be
allowed. The shortened statement must be
received by the deadline.
If the deadline has passed and the statement still exceeds the applicable word limit,
it will be shortened by deleting full sentences from the end until the limit is reached.

Public Inspection of Statements
RCW 29A.32.100
An argument or statement submitted for
publication in the local voters’ pamphlet is
not available for public inspection or copying until all statements and arguments pertaining to the specified ballot measure have
been received or the deadline for submission of statements has passed. Requests
for public inspection of arguments or statements shall be made in the same manner
as requests for public records.
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Rejection and Appeal
Rejection
Pursuant to RCW 29A.32.230, the Elections Division may reject an explanatory
statement, “For” or “Against” statement or
argument offered for inclusion in the Local
Voters’ Pamphlet that:
•
•
•
•

Is obscene;
Is libelous;
Contains a commercial advertisement;
Contains matter prohibited by law
from distribution through the mail;
• Contains matter not limited to the
candidate himself or herself or to the
measure or political office;
• Contains matter that is otherwise
inappropriate or that does not comply
with applicable law; or
• Was received by the Auditor after the
submittal deadline.
If an explanatory statement, “For” or
“Against” statement or argument is rejected by the Elections Division manager,
a notice of rejection shall be sent by the
Elections Division to the proponent by
email not more than 48 hours after receipt
thereof and shall set forth specific grounds
for rejection.
Appeal
The proponent of an explanatory statement,
“For” or “Against” statement or argument
may respond to or appeal the Election’s
Division manager’s decision to reject a
statement. A written notice of appeal shall
be submitted to the Auditor by email not
more than 48 hours after the notice of rejection was sent and shall set forth the specific
grounds for appeal. The Auditor shall issue
a decision granting or denying the appeal
by email not more than 48 hours after receiving the notice of appeal. The decision
of the Auditor to grant or deny an appeal
shall be final.
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2013 Statement Submittal Deadlines
Deadlines are 4:30 p.m. on each designated day.

Election Dates

Feb. 12, 2013

Apr. 23, 2013

Aug. 6, 2013

Nov. 5, 2013

Jurisdiction’s Responsibility and Deadlines
For and Against
Committee
Appointment
(The For and Against
Committee Form must
be completed and
emailed by this date.)

Resolution
(Resolution Cover
Sheet must be submitted with resolution. This
form will be used as the
main jurisdiction contact sheet.)

*Dec. 11,
2012

*Feb. 19,
2013

**May 8,
2013

**Aug. 7,
2013

Dec. 28,
2012

Mar. 8,
2013

May 10,
2013

Aug. 6,
2013

Explanatory Statement

Committee’s Responsibility and Deadlines
Statement “For” and
Statement “Against”
Written by the committees for and against the
measure.

Rebuttal Statement

Dec. 31,
2012

Mar. 11,
2013

May 15,
2013

Aug. 9,
2013

Jan. 2,
2013

Mar. 13,
2013

May 17,
2013

Aug. 13,
2013

* This date is based on when the voters’ pamphlet is available to the public.
**This date is based on deadlines to mail ballots and voters’ pamphlets to uniformed
and overseas voters (UOCAVA).
This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Bond and Levy Validation
Bond and Levy Validation

State Constitution, Article VII, Section 2
Passing a levy or bond issue isn’t always a
simple matter of “majority rules”. State law
requires a “60% super majority” for bond
issues and some types of levies to pass.
Other levies such as levy lid lifts and school
levies only require a simple majority.
Levy Validation for Schools
The passage of Engrossed House Joint
Resolution 4204 in November of 2007
changed the constitutional requirement as
it relates to school district levy elections.
A school district levy requires a simple
majority to pass. School bond issues still
must validate and require a 60% majority
to pass.
Bond Validation
Bond issues must meet two separate criteria to validate. They must pass with a 60%
favorable majority, meaning 60% of ballots
cast are “Yes” votes. In addition, the voter
turnout must equal 40% of the voters who
cast a ballot in the last general election. So,
a bond measure could get the required percentange of “Yes” votes, but could still fail
if not enough people vote in the election.

The validation summary contains information compiled from the general election and
includes the following statistics for each
jurisdiction:
Active Voters: The total number of “Active
Registered Voters” in the jurisdiction at the
time of the election.
“Active Registered Voters” means voters
whose registration status is current with the
Elections Division. These are voters who
are not on the inactive list due to the return,
as non-deliverable, of official documents
such as a ballot or voter registration card.
Voted: The total number of voters voting in
the last general election.
Bond: The number of “total” votes required
to validate a bond issue.
Levy: The number of “Yes” votes required
to validate a levy issue.

Validation Summary
Following certification of the general election each year, the Elections Division will
provide jurisdictions with a copy of the
validation summary. The validation summary is also posted on the Elections Division website.

14
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Voter Statistics
PierceCounty2013ValidationReport

District
Pierce County
Port of Tacoma
Pierce County Rural Library
King County Rural Library
King County portion
King County Rural Library Total
Pierce Transit
RTA (Pierce County)
Sound Transit (Pierce County)
RSD-1 (Ponderosa Estates)
Cities and Towns
City of Auburn
King County portion
City of Auburn Total
City of Bonney Lake
City of Buckley
Town of Carbonado
City of DuPont
Town of Eatonville
City of Edgewood
City of Fife
City of Fircrest
City of Gig Harbor
City of Lakewood
City of Milton
King County portion
City of Milton Total
City of Orting
City of Pacific
King County portion
City of Pacific Total
City of Puyallup
City of Roy
Town of Ruston
Town of South Prairie
Town of Steilacoom
City of Sumner
City of Tacoma
City of University Place
Town of Wilkeson

*Active Voters
442,985
442,985
98,828
3,884
764,687
768,571
276,092
361,097
360,820
376
3,828
30,540
34,368
10,409
2,360
377
4,355
1,549
6,714
3,717
4,424
5,226
28,079
3,531
594
4,125
3,672
56
2,890
2,946
22,248
429
531
258
3,929
5,320
104,870
19,498
273

Bond
Total
Votes
Precincts Voted
40%
502 349,433 139,774
502 349,433 139,774
117 78,826 31,531
8
3,190
624,228
627,418 250,968
297 216,775 86,710
413 282,372 112,949
412 282,184 112,874
1
268
108
7

17
5
1
4
2
10
4
4
5
28
6

5
1

19
1
1
1
4
9
100
17
1

3,153
23,579
26,732
8,111
1,816
305
3,594
1,206
5,605
2,792
3,779
4,549
21,567
2,806
493
3,299
2,741
37
2,079
2,116
17,867
301
458
185
3,311
4,290
82,542
16,081
216

Levy
Yes
Votes
60%
83,865
83,865
18,919

150,581
52,026
67,770
67,725
65

10,693
3,245
727
122
1,438
483
2,242
1,117
1,512
1,820
8,627

6,416
1,947
437
74
863
290
1,346
671
908
1,092
5,177

1,320
1,097

792
659

847
7,147
121
184
74
1,325
1,716
33,017
6,433
87

509
4,289
73
111
45
795
1,030
19,811
3,860
53

*Precinct 29-500 is a precinct used for non-resident military voters registered in Pierce County. Voters in this precinct are eligible for
county-wide issues and congressional races based on the precinct that encompasses the Auditor’s office. This precinct is not included
in the
Congressional,
or County
Council
precinct
counts,
but isItincluded
the the
county
wide
precinct
totals.
This
manual is for Legislative,
informational
purposes
only and
subject
to change.
does notintake
place
of local,
state
or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Voter Statistics
PierceCounty2013ValidationReport

District
Schools Districts
Steilacoom Historical SD #1
Yelm Community Schools #2
Thurston County Portion
Yelm Community Schools Total
Puyallup School Dist. #3
Tacoma School Dist. #10
Carbonado Historical SD. #19
University Place School Dist. #83
Sumner School Dist. #320
Dieringer School Dist. #343
Orting School Dist. #344
Clover Park School Dist. #400
Peninsula School Dist. #401
Franklin Pierce SD #402
Bethel School Dist. #403
Eatonville School Dist. #404
Lewis County Portion
Eatonville School District Total
Auburn School Dist. #408
King County portion
Auburn School District Total
White River School Dist. #416
Fife School District #417
King County Portion
Fife School District Total
Fire Protection Districts
FPD #3 West Pierce
FPD #5 Gig Harbor
FPD #6 Central Pierce Fire/Rescue
FPD #10 Fife
FPD#13 Browns Point/Dash Point
FPD #14 Riverside
FPD #16 Key Peninsula
FPD #17 South Pierce Fire & Rescue
FPD #18 Orting
FPD #21 Graham
FPD #22 East Pierce
FPD #23 Ashford
FPD #25 Crystal Mountain
FPD #26 Greenwater
FPD #27 Anderson Island
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*Active Voters
11,739
2,889
14,561

Precincts

Voted

17
3

70,716
112,963
509
17,979
26,097
6,023
7,865
31,134
42,484
23,533
56,723
7,562
95
7,657
3,354
38,201
41,555
13,368
8,047
2,684
10,731

74
106
4
18
52
13
16
34
43
30
62
9

49,251
31,655
108,173
4,946
1,591
1,132
10,829
11,235
7,932
32,293
48,193
814
33
206
803

51
34
115
7
2
2
9
12
20
37
85
1
1
1
1

5

28
15

9,736
2,160
10,806
12,966
56,469
89,431
426
14,840
20,424
4,940
5,974
23,062
36,634
17,653
42,375
5,975
79
6,054
2,802
29,191
31,993
10,253
6,279
2,149
8,428
38,979
27,801
83,300
3,782
1,372
893
8,833
8,588
6,083
24,721
38,087
645
20
174
700

Bond
Total
Votes
40%

Levy
Yes
Votes
60%

3,895

2,337

5,187
22,588
35,773
171
5,936
8,170
1,976
2,390
9,225
14,654
7,062
16,950

3,113
13,553
21,464
103
3,562
4,902
1,186
1,434
5,535
8,793
4,238
10,170

2,422

1,454

12,798
4,102

7,679
2,462

3,372

2,024

15,592
11,121
33,320
1,513
549
358
3,534
3,436
2,434
9,889
15,235
258
8
70
280

9,356
6,673
19,992
908
330
215
2,121
2,062
1,461
5,934
9,141
155
5
42
168

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.

Voter Statistics
PierceCounty2013ValidationReport

District
Valley Regional Fire Authority
King County portion
Valley Regional Fire Authority Total
Park & Recreation Districts
Peninsula Metropolitan Parks
Key Peninsula Metropolitan Parks
Metropolitan Parks of Tacoma
Anderson Island Parks
Water Districts
Ashford Water
Burnett Water
Clear Lake Water
East Gig Harbor Water
Elbe Water
Elkhorn Water
Kapowsin Water
Kopachuck Ridge Estates
Lakewood Water
McKenna Water
Valley Water
Sewer Districts
Crystal Mountain Sewer
Wollochet Harbor Sewer

*Active Voters
Precincts Voted
3,884
8
3,190
34,907
26,703
38,791
29,893

Bond
Total
Votes
40%

Levy
Yes
Votes
60%

11,958

7,175

26,767
10,722
106,461
803

33
9
102
1

23,532
8,737
83,914
700

9,413
3,495
33,566
280

5,648
2,097
20,140
168

154
50
165
292
31
19
47
160
29,753
70
3,601

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
33
2
13

126
35
139
276
24
11
30
141
22,908
42
2,804

51
14
56
111
10
5
12
57
9,164
17
1,122

31
9
34
67
6
3
8
35
5,499
11
674

29
124

1
1

15
107

6
43

4
26

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Purchasing Election Data
Election data may be purchased from
the Elections Division or through private
vendors.
To Order Voter Lists
Voter information is available in the form of
lists or data. The most current information
is available approximately 29 days prior to
each election. Lists or data of voters who
have returned their ballots (match backs)
are also available for purchase.
Restricted Use of Voter Data
RCW 29A.08.740
State law establishes rules and restrictions
on the use of registered voter data. Voter
information may not be used for commercial or other non-political purposes.
RCW 29A.08.740 states: “Any person who
uses registered voter data for the purpose
of mailing or delivering any advertisement
or offer for any property, establishment,
organization, product, or service or for the
purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation for money, services, or anything
of value is guilty of a class C felony punishable by imprisonment in a state correctional facility for a period of not more
than five years or a fine of not more than
ten thousand dollars or both such fine and
imprisonment, and is liable to each person
provided such advertisement or solicitation, without the person’s consent, for the
nuisance value of such person having to
dispose of it, which value is herein established at five dollars for each item mailed or
delivered to the person’s residence.”
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Data
RCW 29A.08.710
Includes:
• Name of registered voter.
• Registered address, city, state, zip.
• Mailing address, if different and if provided to County Auditor.
• Precinct number.
• Date of registration.
• Date of birth.
• Voter history for the last twenty elections.
• Identify those who have or have not
returned a ballot for a previous election
or election in progress.
State law does not allow phone numbers
or email addresses to be made public.
Lists
The following options are available
• Individual voters in alphabetical order.
• Targeted voters who voted in specific
elections.
• Walking lists (voters in address/precinct
order. Does not include voter history.)
• Voter history for the last six elections.
To order data or lists
• Visit the Election Center to place an order
or mail your payment with the order form.
Payment is required in advance for all
orders.
• Your order will generally be completed
within 24 hours.
Pierce County report formats
• Election data on CD or via email.
• Election abstracts on CD or via email.
• Paper printouts.
• Photocopied election abstracts.

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.

Purchasing Election Data
Commercial Demographic Firms

Voter Information Vendors

Business firms also offer various voter statistic formats and services, such as targeting, printing, designing and mailing. They
may also provide phone numbers and other
demographic information. Options and
charges for these services vary from vendor
to vendor. Check sources for a variety of
products, services and fees.

Data Resources, Olympia
(360) 754-8220
Data Supply, Tacoma
(253) 922-3494
Labels & Lists, Bellevue
(800) 842-5478
Mail Northwest/FPS, Tacoma
(253) 565-2866

Pierce County Auditor’s Office Fees - As of March, 2013
Data
CD containing Data
District File
Abstracts (Precinct Results prior to 2006) on CD*
Ballots returned data (match backs)
Precinct lists (per precinct)
Maps
Legislative or County Council district map (large)
11 x 17 legislative district map
Custom G.I.S. generated map**
Miscellaneous
Certificate of voter registration
Miscellaneous copies (b/w)
Miscellaneous copies (color)

$5.00
$5.00
$20.00
$5.00 per day
$5.00
$9.00
$2.00
$75.00 per hour
$3.00
$.15 per page
$.25 per page

*Abstracts for 2006 - present are available on our website: piercecountywa.org/elections
**Cost estimate provided at time of inquiry.

Redistricting
In 2011 and 2012, the Washington State Redistricting Commission, the Pierce County
Districting Committee, the City of Tacoma, and the City of Puyallup, redrew their voting
district boundaries based upon the 2010 census. Pierce County now shares parts of four
congressional districts and all or part of eight legislative districts.
Pierce County created new voting precincts to align with these new districts. These new
precincts became effective April 30, 2012. Maps and lists are available which overlay the
current precincts to the old district boundaries.
New maps and old to new precinct cross references are available for candidates and campaigns.
This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Purchasing Election Data
A form is available on our website: piercecountyelections.org
Pre-payment is required for all data orders.

Registered Voters Data Order Form
The following 2 options are available for purchasing voter data: (check one)

 Countywide CD prepared monthly, new file created the 1st Monday of every month: $5.00
 Public disclosure request for data - This option allows 5 business days for processing: $5.00
(Subject to RCW 42.56 and Pierce County Code Ch. 2.04)

Candidate / Campaign Name:

Sample

Contact person’s phone:
E-mail address:

Signature: _____________________________________________________________
I acknowledge by signing this form that I am in compliance with RCW 29A.08.740 and the restricted
use of voter data. (Full text of RCW is on the back of your receipt.)

Electronic Voter Data on CD (Voter data is provided as a delimited text file.)
Active voters/no history
 Active voters/with history

Newly registered voters only from __________ to __________
 Inactive voters
 Date of birth

 Matchbacks for current election and date(s) requested are:
What districts or precincts would you like:

Paper List
What format would you like?





Voter history  
Alpha by name
Alpha by precinct



 Street order
2-up walking list

(does not include voter history)

Voters who voted in ____ out of _____elections.
(List elections to target)

Order Date:_______________________________
Taken By:_________________________________
Comments:________________________________

Completed by:__________________________
Date:_______________Time:______________
Receipt # _______________________________
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This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.

How to Get Election Results
How to Get Election Results
Election results are available at approximately 8:15 p.m. on election night at the
Pierce County Election Center, 2501 S. 35th
Street, Suite C, Tacoma. Campaign committees are welcome to come in to obtain
immediate results.
Election results may be viewed online at
piercecountyelections.org. Updated results
will be released each day through certification. Other important election information
will be added as it becomes available.
After Election Day
Elections Division staff will continue to
verify, open and tabulate ballots until certification. The public may observe ballot
processing from the public viewing area at
the Pierce County Election Center.

About This Manual
This manual should be used in conjunction with state and local laws, not in place
of them. The Revised Code of Washington,
Washington Administrative Code, and other
notations are offered as references for additional research. The material contained
herein may change due to new legislation,
judicial determination or rule changes.
The requirements described in this manual
serve as the Local Voters’ Pamphlet Administrative Rules for Pierce County.

This manual is for informational purposes only and subject to change. It does not take the place of local, state or federal laws.
RCW, WAC and County Code notations are offered as a reference only for additional research.
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Pierce County Elections Division
2501 S 35th St, Suite C
Tacoma, WA 98409
piercecountyelections.org
pcelections@co.pierce.wa.us
253-798-VOTE

