
November 3, 2009 Pierce County General Election
Canvassing Board Certification Report

November 24, 2009

Total registered absentee and vote by mail (VBM) voters 319,796
Total registered poll voters 88,044
Total number of active registered voters in all precincts 407,840
Total number of inactive registered voters in all precincts 36,979
Total registered voters in all precincts 444,819

Absentee and Vote By Mail (VBM) Ballots
The total number of absentee/VBM ballots issued 322,673
Total number of absentee/VBM ballots returned (includes challenged ballots) 158,604
Total absentee ballots counted* 157,849

48.92%

Ballots returned by mail 103,015
Ballots returned at staffed Express Booths 38,331
Ballots returned at the Elections customer service counter 417
Ballots returned at the Auditor's Office 331
Ballots returned at drop boxes 12,633
Ballots returned at a polling place 3,877

Out of State, Overseas, Service Voters and E-ballots
The total number of out-of-state, overseas, service voters, and e-ballots issued 10,947
The total number of out-of-state, overseas, service voters, and e-ballots returned 2,114
The total number of out-of-state, overseas, service voters, and e-ballots rejected 30
The total number of out-of-state, overseas, service voters, and e-ballots counted 2,084

The total number of federal write-in ballots counted 0

Polling Place Ballots
Total poll site ballots counted 17,549
Percentage of poll voter turnout 19.93%

Provisional Ballots
Total number of provisional ballots issued by Pierce County 913
Total number of provisional ballots received from other counties 9
Total provisional ballots counted (included in absentee ballot count) 808

Number of valid provisional ballots voted by absentee voters 530
Number of valid provisional ballots voted by poll voters 278

Total traditional ballot cards counted 175,398
Total Ranked Choice Voting ballot cards counted 159,987
Total ballot cards counted 335,385
Overall Turnout Percentage (based on traditional ballot cards cast) 43.01%

Percentage of absentee/VBM voter turnout (based on valid ballots counted against ballots issued)

VOTER STATISTICS

VOTER TURNOUT STATISTICS - OVERALL

BALLOT STATISTICS

*includes absentee, VBM, overseas, out of state, service voters, e-ballots, ACP and polling place provisional ballots

Absentee Return Statistics (See report 1 and 2 for detail)

Federal Write-In Ballots
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Total ballots rejected 1,157
Absentee ballots rejected

910
Unsigned registration or ballot envelopes 164
Signed by someone other than the voter (Wrong Signer) 32
Signature did not match 705
Signed by Power of Attorney 4
Cancellation notice received after ballot had been issued 3
No voter oath returned 2

3
No ballot in envelope 1
Multiple ballots in one envelope voted differently.  Rejected by Canvassing Board 2

Total absentee ballots rejected (No challenge code applied, No credit given) 130
Cannot identify voter 20
Multiple ballots received in one envelope. At least one ballot counted, one rejected. 8
Received at the polls, express booths or Election Center after 8:00 pm on Election Day 7
Wrong Election 95

Provisional ballots rejected
Total Provisional ballots rejected 114

Not registered 29
Cannot identify voter 15
Voter registered in another county (ballot sent to respective county) 43
Voter has been cancelled 17
Voter returned an absentee ballot 10

Undeliverable absentee ballots
Total number of undeliverable ballots returned by the Post Office 3,387

Total ballots postmarked too late 1,157
    Received November 5, 2009 992
    Received November 6, 2009 83
    Received November 9, 2009 43
    Received November 10, 2009 8
    Received November 12, 2009 9
    Received November 13, 2009 11
    Received November 16, 2009 2
    Received November 17, 2009 2
    Received November 18, 2009 3
    Received November 19, 2009 1
    Received November 20, 2009 1
    Received November 23, 2009 2

REJECTED BALLOT STATISTICS

Total absentee ballots rejected (voter challenge code applied, no credit given)

Total absentee ballots rejected (No challenge code applied, credit given)

MAILING STATISTICS
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Total number of registered voters (active and inactive)

Total number of voters credited

Number of absentee voters credited

Number of vote by mail voters credited

Number of poll voters credited

Number of poll provisional ballot voters credited 278

Number of absentee provisional ballot voters credited (credited into absentee category) 530

Number of federal write-in ballot voters credited 

Number of voters credited even though the ballot was late and not counted 

Address Confidentiality Program ballots counted (not credited add to credit)

Voters credited/ballots rejected by canvassing board (subtract from credit) 3

Number of RCV ballot cards returned by voter without a traditional ballot card (add to ballots cast) 194

Total Traditional ballot cards counted 175,398

Total Ranked Choice Voting ballot cards counted 159,987

Total ballot cards counted 335,385

Overall Variance (Ballots cast exceeds credit)

Percentage of variance 0.00018

Reconciliation Recap

● Returned multiple Ranked Choice Voting ballot cards;
● Returned only a Traditional ballot card;
● Returned only a Ranked Choice Voting ballot card.

Reconciliation report as required by RCW 29A.60.235

The overall reconciliation review of this election indicates that ballots cast exceeds voter credit by 61.  This 
reflects an accuracy rate of 99.99982%.  Our ultimate goal is to have a zero variance in the outcome of any 
given election.  The accuracy rate in previous elections has ranged from 99.9997 - 100%.  

157,693

included above

61

0

Number of out-of-state, overseas, and service voters credited                                                    (included in absentee credit) 

15

17,548

During canvassing staff performed an extensive election review to ensure credit was properly applied for all 
voters.

● Returned multiple Traditional ballot cards;

Staff implemented manual measures for tracking all of these instances. These multiple variations could have 
attributed to the ballots cast figure (which is based on the traditional ballot card returned) to be greater than 
credit.

Ranked Choice Voting creates reconciliation challenges. Voters were sent two ballots and asked to return two 
ballots.  Not all voters did.  Some voters:

0

444,819

175,519
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Date
Ballots 

Received
Cumulative 

Total
Percent 

Received
10/19/2009 1,011 1,011 0.31%
10/20/2009 4,535 5,546 1.72%
10/21/2009 5,773 11,319 3.51%
10/22/2009 6,336 17,655 5.47%
10/23/2009 4,646 22,301 6.91%
10/26/2009 7,330 29,631 9.18%
10/27/2009 8,093 37,724 11.69%
10/28/2009 5,358 43,082 13.35%
10/29/2009 6,294 49,376 15.30%
10/30/2009 5,252 54,628 16.93%
11/2/2009 20,293 74,921 23.22%
11/3/2009 22,669 97,590 30.24%
11/4/2009 12,814 110,404 34.22%
11/5/2009 24,574 134,978 41.83%
11/6/2009 21,741 156,719 48.57%
11/9/2009 1,163 157,882 48.93%

11/10/2009 9 157,891 48.93%
11/12/2009 571 158,462 49.11%
11/13/2009 82 158,544 49.13%
11/16/2009 34 158,578 49.15%
11/17/2009 6 158,584 49.15%
11/18/2009 11 158,595 49.15%
11/19/2009 2 158,597 49.15%
11/20/2009 5 158,602 49.15%
11/23/2009 2 158,604 49.15%

Absentee Ballots Issued 322,673

Note: Turnout on this report is based on the cumulative number of absentee ballots received (including challenged 
ballots) to the total number of absentee ballots issued.




