
Pierce County Voting Accessibility Advisory 
Committee Minutes 

 
Tacoma Area Coalition of Individuals with Disabilities, 6315 S 19th St, Tacoma, Washington 98466 

 

December 15, 2011 
 

Christine Seymour called the meeting to order at 12:29 p.m.   
 
 

Voting Members Present:  Wayne Terry, Anthony Bonura, Christine Seymour, Ron 
Stone, and Dan Eberle. 

 
Voting Members Absent (regrets sent):  Leah Thomas, Robert Wardell, Trina Forest, and Ken 

Gibson. 
 
Voting Members Absent: Penny Condoll, and David Rand. 
 
Non-voting Members Present: Julie Anderson, Mike Rooney, and Cindy Hartman. 
 
Approval of July 8, 2011 Minutes 
A motion was requested to approve the minutes. Dan moved to approve the minutes of July 8, 2011.  
Anthony seconded. Voice vote was taken and carried. The minutes were declared approved. 
  
Voters’ Forum Recap Letter 
Evaluation is important as we plan future forums and, since we contracted services, the committee is 
requesting a recap of the 2010 forum from Trina at our next meeting. 
 
Voting Center/General Election Update 
Mike reported that six voting centers were opened Monday and Tuesday for the General Election, 
serving 2,038 voters, which is 1% of the voters during the General Election.  
 
Anthony, at HSDC, was instrumental for four deaf individuals working at the TACID Voting Center. He 
relayed their pleasure to be able to provide services for the deaf community. Voters were surprised 
and pleased to see sign language available. No voters from the deaf community voted at TACID. Deaf 
workers were impressed with the set-up of voting center set-up, felt everyone worked well together, 
and look forward to future involvement.  
 
Christine suggested the lack of turnout of the deaf community indicated more education was needed 
on the voting process for the deaf. She suggested that the deaf workers act as ambassadors to draw 
the audience needed for 2012.  
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Twenty-six ballot deposit sites were open for the General Election. There were 101,020 ballots 
collected from those sites, representing 49% of the total ballots cast. This is evidence of their 
popularity and voter confidence. 
 
The County is currently evaluating the following action related to boxes: 

1. Possible placement of a box at Key Center. 
2. Purchase of box 3 under Grant #4  to replace the small box at Gig Harbor Fire Station. 

A motion was requested for the County to move forward on the above. Ron moved to allow the County 
to locate and install a box at Key Center and purchase another box under Grant #4. Dan seconded. 
Voice vote was taken and carried. Motion passed. 
 
Committee Membership Guidelines  
Dan will email a model of membership guidelines from the Governor’s meetings. Comments should 
be forwarded to Christine. The guidelines, approved in the 3/12/10 meeting, should be amended to 
include committee member length of service, expectation for attendance/membership, who can vote, 
and membership make-up. The Auditor’s Office provided guidelines to assist with needed amendments 
in the July 8, 2011 minutes. David, Ken, Trina and Dan will present amended guidelines at the January 
27th meeting. 
 
2012 Grant Cycle 
Mike requested approval to submit a capital improvements grant to correct the access problems 
identified by Disability Rights Washington. Discussion followed. Dan made motion to support and 
recommend submittal of the capital improvements application. Ron seconded. The grant request is 
attached. Voice vote was taken and carried. Motion passed. 
 
Review and Prioritize Grant 3 
Grant 3 has been extended through 2012. Mike presented possible areas to re-allocate funds for the 
extension of Grant #3 into 2012. Possible ideas include: 
 

1. 2012 Presidential Forum - $8-10K – End of September 
2. Voter Outreach 
3. ASL Video - $10K 
4. On-Demand brochures on our website providing the committee makeup, purpose, and general 

publicity. 
5. Update the County brochure as a pdf to print as needed. 
6. Committee support 

 
Discussion ensued. The ideas above were supported by the committee, but no decision was made to 
prioritize them. The committee requested a proposed budget for 2012 with line item budgets for the 
January meeting.  
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Meeting Date 
The committee agreed that attendance dropped when meetings were set every second Friday of the 
month and momentum was lost when meetings were cancelled. It was decided the committee will 
meet every other month. Dates for meetings will be decided by those in attendance at the preceding 
meeting. The next meeting is scheduled for January 27, 2012, from noon - 2 pm. 
 
Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 1:58 p.m. 



Voting Center Statistics 
November 8,2011 General 

V O t l ~ C e n t e ~  

TAClO 

Gig H a r b  

Puyallup library 

K Maintenance 

Oover Park , 

Election Center 

Totals 

Monday - Nwember 7,2011 

Toudr !heen 
V o m  

15 

12  

13 

1 

8 

N/A 

49 

Tuesday - Wvember 8,2011 

Provlsbnals 

3 

0 

4 

0 

10 

N/A 

17 

Touch Screen 
Votes 

48 

37 

74 

56 

35 

20 

270 

E k c t k n  Totals - November 8,2011 

VBM BdBots 

76 

30 

144 

73 

38 

N/A 

361 

TwehSawn 
votas 

63 

49 

87 

57 

43 

20 

3 19 

Rovislonals 

11 

4 

20 

4 

9 

21 

69 

VBM Ballots 

241 

104 

59 1 

248 

88 

N/A 

1272 

Provirknalr 

14 

4 

24 

4 

19 

21 

86 

VBMBalbts 

317 

134 

735 

321 

126 

N/A 

1633 





Pierce County Capital improvements Grant Application 

Date: December 15,2011 

County Name: Pierce 

County Contact Information: 

Name: Michael Rooney 

Phone: 253-798-2148 

Email: mro~ne~(B~~.oierce.wa.us 

Total Fundlng Requested: $7,460 

Section 2 

1, Do you have a Disability Advisory Committee (DAC)? 

Yes, Pierce County has had a Disability Advisory Committee since March, 2008. 

2. Please list the date or dates that this grant proposal was presented to your local DAC. Be sure to 

include a copy of the meeting minutes with this application. 

This grant proposal was submitted to the Pierce County Voting Accessibility Advisory Committee 

on Thursday, December 15,2011. Minutes to be provided upon completion. 

3. Briefly describe your capital improvement project. 

This capital grant will fund needed improvements to the Pierce County Election Center located 

at 2501 S 35th St. Suite C, Tacoma WA. 

Grant funding will be used to correct ADA concerns identified by Disability Rights Washington 

including: 

Widening the sidewalk at  the entrance to the facility. 

The current sidewalk is narrow and could pose a hazord to on individual using a 
wheelchoir. When entering the building the danger exists that the wheelchair could go off 
of the hlgh curbing into parked cars or parkhg spaces. 

Modify the strike or change door, widening the entrance door. 

The current door width Is 31 inches which is less than the recommended 32" for 
doorways. 



Provide treadlng and ramp improvements. 

Add tread in ADA patter to the bottom of a sloped ramp at cross walk to signify entrance 
in to cross walk and slow wheelchairs. 

The Disability Rights Washington report is attached. 

4. How will this capital improvement project provide the same opportunity for access and 

participation in the electoral process to voters with disabilities as voters without disabilities? 

The improvements outlined in this grant will benefit all Pierce County voters. The expanded 

sidewalk will improve access to the main entrance of our building for all voters. 

5. Please provide a detailed budget for this project. Be sure to include sales tax. 

Improvements Budget 
Exterior ADA' repairs $2,000 

Modify front entry daor to comply with ADA: $2,000 
State and local sales tax  $ 372 

Bonds, permits, surveys and contingency $1,845 

Pierce County administration and contract compliance $1,243 

Total Budget $7,- 

6 Under this application projects must be substantially completed prior to the November 8,2012 

election, Please provide a detailed tlmeline for this project from design, bid proposals, 

construction to anticipated completion. 

It is anticipated that the improvements outlined in this grant will be completed prior to May 31, 
2012. Work will be performed by outside contractors and possibly some in-house facilities staff. 
A timeline follows: 

January 1-31 
February 1 

March 1 

March 15 

April 15 

Develop flnal plans and drawings to obtain proposals. 
Receive proposals for sidewalk/rarnp repairs, 
Hire haxardous material consultant for front entry door. 
Issue Notice to Proceed for sidewal k/ramp repair. 
Receive proposal for door repair. 
lssue Notice to Proceed for door repair. 
Complete sidewalk/ramp repairs. 
Complete front entry door. 

It is anticipated that the improvements outlined in this grant will be completed prior to May 31, 

2012. 



Section 3 

By submitting this application, I understand the following: 

The project must be substantially complete prior to the November 6, 2012 election. 
Period of performance extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be 

due to circumstances beyond the control of the county elections department. 
Photograph documentation of the project must be submitted electronically to the HAVA 
Coordinator before, during and after the project is complete. 

If I fail to meet any of the above, I understand that costs associated with this application will not be 
eligible for reimbursement from the 0 5 0 5 .  

Julie Anderson 
Pierce County Auditor 

I certify to the best of my ability that the above is true and accurate. 

Julie Anderson 
Pierce County Auditor 



DISABILITY RIG H.TS 
WASHINGTON 

F o m e t t y  known as Washrn~l~n Prwecrw 8 ~WVCC~CY SyMm 

March 24,201 1 

Julie Anderson 
Pierce County Auditor 
2501 S. 35th St. Suite C 
Tacoma, WA 98409-7484 
Phone: 253-798-7430 
Fax: 253-798-276 1 
Email: pcauditor@co.pierce.wa.us 

julie.anderson@co.pierce.wa.us 

RE: 201 0 Election Accessibility Report 
Suweyor: Betty Schwieterman, Andrea Kelso 

Dear Ms. Anderson: 

The following report summarizes the results of the election sunrey completed at your 
office on July 30, 2010. Disability Rights Washington did this survey of all our state's 
counties during the early voting period of the 2010 primary and general elections. The 
undersigned are members of the team of staff that worked on this survey. We greatly 
appreciate the assistance you and your elections staff provided us. 

While the sunrey tool we used was very detailed, this report is not intended to be a 
comprehensive report of all aspects of the accessibility of your facility and elections. 
This report is not a review of compliance with the standards set forth in the Americans 
with Disabilities Act, building codes, and elsewhere. 

Instead, the purpose of the suwey and this report is to identify what counties are doing 
that helps make elections more accessible for people with disabilities, and to make 
recommendations for improvements. In sunrey ing each of the state's 39 counties, staff 
from Disability Rights Washington identified numerous examples of effective strategies 
for improving election accessibility that local election officials have implemented. We will 
share some of these in the text of this report, and are in the process of compiling a 
report of these "best practices" for circulation to election officials around the state. 

Of course, we want this report to be accurate. In reading this report, you may find that 
we have neglected to mention important work that you have done, or that we have 
included inaccuracies. Please let us know if you see need for corrections and we will 
make these immediately. 
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Section One: Availability of Information about the Election to Voters 
with Disabilities 

Now that vote-by-mail has been almost universally implemented in Washington State, 
there is generally only one location in a county where a voter can use an AVU. As a 
result, most people with disabilities who could benefit from an AVV are not likely to 
know about the opportunity, and will have to go to the additional effort of finding and 
getting to their county auditor's oflice to use it. Election officials can do many things that 
will simplify this task - but perhaps the most important is providing basic information to 
these voters regarding the opportunity to use AVUs, where and when they can vote, 
and assistance that election officials can provide. 

The Pierce County website posted information about the locations, accessibility and the 
hours of voting on the day of the general election. The website did not state that voters 
have the opportunity to vote in person using an AVU during the 20 days prior to the 
election, The website did not make an offer of accommodationlassistance for disability. 

BEST PRACTICE: The Pierce County website posted a Disability Awareness Guide. 

BEST PRACTICE: Pierce County's materials are available in alternate formats. 
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The AVU did not have a dedicated spot with a screen or other means of assuring 
privacy. It is located in the hallway outside of the election center office. However, 
election staff have a plan for how they will provide for privacy when the machine is in 
use. 

Recommendations regarding improving accessibility 

I. Transit. We recommend that the route from transit to the election office be made 
aocessi ble, 

2, Tem~orarv sianane. Temporary signage showing the route to the ofice during early 
voting would assist voters with disabilities who use transit. 

3. Accessible ~athwav. We recommend steps be taken to remedy the access barriers 
identified in the text above. 

4. Accessible entrance. We recommend that the accessible entrance allows clearance 
(width) of a minimum of 32 inches. 

5. Loose mats. Heavy mats are less likely to result in tripping, because they are less 
likely to wrinkle when kicked or hit with the end of a cane or walker. Mats can be 
secured to the floor with an adhesive. The use of mats is not altogether discouraged, 
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however, as they can also prevent the spread of melting snow, waters, and particles 
than can lead to slipping. 

6. AVU location. We recommend that the A W  be located in a dedicated spot that has a 
privacy screen or other means of ensuring privacy and is in a space large enough to 
permit easy access to a vokr who uses a wheelchair. We also recommend that you 
have a written plan for how you will set up the AVU and assist voters. We are happy to 
assist with this; alternatively, we recommend that you consult with the Secretary of 
State's Accessibility Coordinator, Tom Allman. We recognize the challenge in balancing 
the demands of limited space in your office, and we are aware that few voters currently 
request the AVU. However, we expect that increased outreach to voters with disabilities 
will increase interest in using the AVU in the future. 

Section Three: Participation by voters with disabilities in election 

No reliable numbers exist for participation by voters with disabilities in Washington State 
elections. However, the number of voters that use the AVUs is tracked. 

In the 2008 election, Pierce County data indicated that 8934 voters used the AVUs. In 
2010,5373 voters used AVUsL 

BEST PRACTICE: Pierce County co-sponsored a fully -accessible Candidates Forum 
prior to the 201 0 election. 

Recommendations regarding increasing voter participation 

I. Disability Advisorv Committee. We recommend that you provide information to other 
counties regarding your development of an effective disability advisory committee. 

We also recommend that you consider expanding the ScoDe of your election advisory 
committee. A bill passed in 2010, ESSB 5902, establishes an option of creating an 
"Accessible Community" advisory committee, which can work on broader accessibility 
issues determined by the county. Counties can apply for funding to ofbet the cost of 
running the committee and to pay for special projects that address projects that 
increase the accessibility of the county. This includes emergency preparedness, 
increased sidewalk and path of travel accessibility, and other initiatives determined by 
the committee. For more information, contact Toby Olson, Governor's Committee on 
Disability Issues and Employment, Lolson2@ESD. WA.GOV, or David Lord of DRW. 
Link to bill: httD:lla~~s.leo.wa.a0~/billinfols~1mmaw.a~~~?biII=5902&vear=2009 

2. Outreach stratenv. We recommend that you work with other counties to coordinate 
outreach efforts. Some of the materials that are created for use in outreach, particularly 
pu btications and public service announcements, could be used in several jurisdictions. 
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3. Em~lovment. We recommend that you consider actively recruiting people with 
disabilities for election-related employment, both temporary and permanent. Many 
people with disabilities make excellent employees. 

Thank you for your participation in our 201 1 election accessibility survey. 

Sincerely, 

David Lord 

Betty gchwieterman 



TOTAL GRANT 
TAClD CFI PC ACTUALS BUDGET BALANCE 

Pierce County Voting 
Accessibil l ty Advlsory Committee 
(4 quarterly meetings) Food & Beverages for Meetings 

Consultation/support (***shared task) 
AS1 Interpreters 
Total for PWAAC 

Olsa bi l tty Awareness Training 
Trainings (includes materials) 
ASL Interpreters 
Total for Disability Awareness Training 

Pamphlets,Brochures, and Voter Guides 
Easy to Read Brochures: 
Development - Professional Services 
Printing (10,000 copies) 
Alternative Formats (Audlo): 

Voter Pamphlet Professional Services 
Alternative Sign Language Format 

Voter Outreach 

Professional Services $0.00 $0.00 4,150.00 4,150.00 
Total for Pamphlets,Brmhums,Voter Guides @.m $0.00 $170.54 $170.54 $14#250.00 $14,079.46 

Voter Outreach (4) (***shared task) $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 $3,000.00 f 3,000.00 
Public Forum (1) 4/29/2010 (***shared task) $1,286.00 $5,150.45 $6,436.45 $6,700.00 263.55 
ASL Interpreters $728,50 $728.50 1,600.00 871.50 
Total for Voter Outreach $2,014.50 $5,150.45 $0.00 $7,164.95 $11,300.00 $4,135.05 

Locked Ballot Drop Boxe! Five Locked Ballot Boxes (estimate) 

Accessible Voting Sites Four locations 

TOTAL GRANT Actual Expenditures to Date $4,69334 $5,150.45 $19,006,99 $28,851.38 $49,874.00 $21,022.62 

I l N A L  2010 $7,164.9 
FINAL 2011 V-t-d $9,85; 




