2010 U.S. Amateur Presentation

Executive Pat McCarthy
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As business owners, public officials, residents, and community members, we dream of the local impact of hosting such events as:

· The Super Bowl.
· The World Series.
· Or the NCAA’s Final Four
We have that opportunity now:
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In 2015, and for the first time in history, the golf world’s equivalent of a World Series or Super Bowl is coming to Washington State. It’s the U.S. Open, and it’s coming to PIERCE COUNTY. 

Hotels will be booked solid, restaurants will be packed. Four days straight of prime time television coverage will spotlight this region, as will international sports media. Needless to say, this event will be huge – to the tune of $140 million for this region, and maybe more.
But, before we talk too much about the Open, we must turn our attention to another important tournament. We have the chance this year to firmly establish a strong relationship with the United States Golf Association – the group that is considering putting this region on their roster of favorite places to host major championships.
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At the end of August, 312 of the world’s best amateur golfers will converge on Chambers Bay to compete in the United States Amateur Championship. The winner takes home the Havemeyer Cup and exemptions into the US Open and the Masters. 
This is where the road to greatness begins.
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If it were up to me, this tournament would be renamed the “Future Stars on the PGA Tour Championship.” Some of the great names in professional golf won the US Amateur before becoming international stars. They include:
· Bobby Jones

· Arnold Palmer

· Jack Nicklaus

· Phil Mickelson

· Tiger Woods, who won it three times in a row
· And Pierce County’s own Ryan Moore, who won the U.S. Amateur in 2004.
So many U.S. Amateur champions have successfully found their way to greatness. And now we have the opportunity to walk side-by-side down the fairway with futures star of golf. 
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The US Amateur will be held August 23-29. It operates differently than the championships that casual fans are most familiar with. Here’s how it works:

The Amateur starts with a large field -- 312 players. 
The field is so big that our Championship will be held over two courses – Chambers Bay and The Home Course, which is operated by the Pacific Northwest Golf Association in DuPont. 
After two days, the field is cut to 64 players, and all of the action then will be held at Chambers Bay.

The winner is determined by what’s known as “match play.” It’s a bracketed elimination tournament that pairs golfers head-to-head. 

It’s just like the NCAA basketball tournament. On the last day, two players play 36 holes for the Championship and those coveted exemptions to the Open and the Masters.
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For any golf enthusiasts out there, the U.S. Amateur at Chambers Bay will be the most intimate spectator golf tournament you may ever experience. At this tournament, spectators can actually walk down the fairway behind the players.

I went to the 2009 US Open at Bethpage Black in New York, and I can tell you that you can’t get that close to Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson.

So come to the US Amateur and tell your friends and family some day that you once walked the fairway with a player who went on to stardom.
Let me add a word about Chambers Bay and its ability to handle spectators. Our golf course is much larger than most of the other courses that host major championships. It was designed with things like spectator galleries and television coverage in mind.

It truly should be a great experience for everyone.
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I’ve given you a lot of specifics about the golf. Now let’s talk about what this means for our community.

The U.S. Amateur will be televised by the Golf Channel and NBC. That means those spectacular views of Puget Sound, Mount Rainier and the Olympic Mountains will be on television for a week. 

That’s the kind of national media exposure that makes economic development experts and hospitality industry executives drool. 

And that’s not all. Sports magazines and websites will write about it. And the USGA tells us that last year’s US Amateur website got 8 million page views.

We expect this event to pay dividends for years as golf fans watch our Championship and make plans to come see how great Chambers Bay is for themselves.
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Our Championship could attract up to 30,000 spectators at Chambers Bay over the course of the week. It’s an ambitious goal, but we keep hearing how excited people are about having world-class golf come to Pierce County. So we think it’s doable.

This is where the community’s support is so important. We want to show the USGA that they made the right decision when they awarded us the US Amateur and the US Open to Chambers Bay. 

We expect to put on a highly successful Amateur. That will help us plan for the greatest USGA tournament – the U.S. Open, coming here in 2015.
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The U.S. Open is the USGA’s only professional men’s championship tournament, and it draws the top players in the world. Over the seven days of practice and play, more than 250,000 gate entries can be expected.
We know that Safeco Field and Qwest Field draw lots of Pierce County residents to Seattle. Thanks to Chambers Bay, we now have a major venue to attract people from King County and beyond into OUR community. We all benefit from that.

And if we do this right – we will put ourselves in position to keep on hosting these events for years to come.

Think about that for a second… The 2009 US Open was held at Bethpage State Park in New York. Bethpage also hosted the US Open in 2002. If we put on an outstanding U.S. Amateur and U.S. Open, it’s possible the USGA will come back with more events in the future.

Now, let’s take a moment to update you on how we are progressing toward a successful August tee-off.
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My Pierce County team is hard at work getting ready for the U.S. Amateur. 
We have an Executive Committee and five sub-committees to manage the planning. They are tackling such issues as course conditions, transportation, security, hospitality sales, marketing, public outreach, and more.
The co-chairmen of our championship are Ryan Moore and Mike Gregoire, the governor’s husband. And let me tell you, these aren’t just “honorary” titles. Both are working hard to help us spread the word.
Our planning partners include: 
· the cities of University Place, Tacoma and DuPont

· KemperSports, the private company that operates Chambers Bay for the county.

· the Pacific Northwest Golf Association

· and, of course, the Tacoma Regional Convention and Visitor Bureau. 

The CVB is a valuable partner, and we appreciate the great work by Tammy and her staff. Just yesterday, the CVB highlighted the US Amateur in its Tourism Matters newsletter. We appreciate that.
Some of our hospitality partners are chipping in as well: 
· BCRA - the local architecture and engineering firm - used its marketing arm to develop this slideshow. 
· Puetz Golf will promote the US Amateur in its advertising. 
· And Chuckals Office Products put the US Amateur logo on its delivery trucks – how nice is that!
We have more than 50 hospitality partners, and we’re talking to more. Current partners include Hotel Murano, Gig Harbor Historic Waterfront Association, Dock Street Marina, Red Lion Tacoma, and Tides Tavern.
We’d be here a long time if I gave you the complete list of partners, but I can tell you they represent various companies, nonprofits and local governments.

As you can see, it’s a lot of work by a lot of folks. But nothing is more critical than the support and active involvement of you, our community. Each of you can help in a variety of ways.
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First, you can buy tickets to the event. They are very reasonable prices: $25 for a one-day ticket, and $65 for a weekly pass. 
The Olympian called the weekly pass ‘a great bargain.’ You get to see seven days of competition and two practice days. That’s nine beautiful days at Chambers Bay, for just $65.
Please encourage your friends, family and business associates to buy them as well. Strong ticket sales will demonstrate to the USGA that our community is up to the task of supporting their championships.

And it’s easy to buy tickets. You can buy them on our website, www.2010usamateur.com. Or you can buy them at any Puetz Golf location. The one in Tacoma is on Tacoma Mall Boulevard.
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If you own a business or have influence in your company’s community outreach, please consider investing in a hospitality package. 
These packages offer a fantastic way to entertain family, friends, employees and clients. They include customized merchandise, special golf outings and advertising. Our hospitality director, Brian Simpson, can customize a package that’s just right for you.
We still have a few opportunities left for volunteers. To date, more than 700 volunteers have signed up to help out. 
I’m excited about the response we got to our request for families to host players in their homes. The USGA told us to try and find 70 host families. This community stepped up, and we received nearly 120 applications. Again, think about the wonderful message that sent to the USGA.
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As I wrap this up, let me just say that bringing USGA championships to Chambers Bay will bring a lot of positive attention to our community.

Keep in mind, this is only the second time that a US Amateur will be held in Washington state. The first time was 1952. … And 2015 will mark the first time the US Open has been held in the Northwest.

The US Amateur is truly the beginning of the road to greatness for Chambers Bay and the Pierce County community. We are excited that our community will crown the next amateur champion and set him on the path to hopefully becoming another of golf’s great champions.
