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Sponsored by: Councilmember Terry Lee File No. 17
Requested by: Pierce County Council

ORDINANCE NO. 2008-83s2

An Ordinance of the Pierce County Council Implementing the 2009 Budget;
Amending the Powers, Duties or Responsibilities of Certain
Pierce County Departments, Boards or Commissions;
Adopting a New Chapter 10.42 of the Pierce County Code,
"Authorized Use of Automated Traffic Safety Cameras”;
Amending Chapter 2.50 PCC, "Board of Equalization";
Amending Ordinance No. 2001-82 and Ordinance No.
2007-103s; and Setting an Effective Date.

Whereas, the Pierce County Council ("Council") enacted Ordinance No.
2008-95 on November 25, 2008, adopting the 2009 Budget for Pierce County; and

Whereas, certain Council actions amending Ordinance No. 2008-95 require that
the Council amend the power, duties, or responsibilities of certain County departments,
boards, or commissions; and

Whereas, the Council has determined that in order to implement the 2009
Budget, changes to the powers, duties, or responsibilities of certain County
departments, boards, and commissions as well as revisions to certain Code provisions
are necessary; and

AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMERAS

Whereas, red light running violations represent a significant danger to traffic
safety due to those violations directly contributing to right-angle collisions; and

Whereas, numerous national studies have shown that these collisions potentially
involve more serious injury and possible death than other kinds of collisions at
signalized intersections; and

Whereas, red light running violations often indicate unlawful driving behavior,
which contributes to potentially increased traffic congestion and aggressive driving; and
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Whereas, the strategic placement of automated traffic safety cameras at known
problem intersections to record red light running violations has been shown to reduce
the frequency of violations, corresponding injuries and associated economic costs; and

Whereas, Pierce County has numerous arterial intersections that may benefit
from the strategic placement of automated traffic safety cameras; and

Whereas, the State of Washington Legislature has passed a law authorizing
local jurisdictions to use automated traffic safety cameras subject to restrictions
specified in that legislation; and

Whereas, Pierce County is committed to increasing traffic safety through funding
education, enforcement, engineering and In-Car technology solutions; and

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

Whereas, the County's Board of Equalization consists of five members and two
alternates; and

Whereas, PCC 2.50.040 provides that Board members shall receive $150 a day
for each day of actual attendance at a meeting exceeding 5 hours, $100 for each
meeting exceeding 2 hours but not exceeding 5 hours, and $50 for meetings not
exceeding 2 hours; and

Whereas, in 2008, approximately $77,000 is expected to be spent for
compensation to members; and

Whereas, the savings to the County by moving to a three member panel for
meetings and hearings of the Board is estimated to be $30,000 for 2009; and

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of Pierce County:

Section 1. Chapter 2.50 PCC is hereby amended as shown on Exhibit A,
attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference.

AUTOMATED TRAFFIC SAFETY CAMERAS

Section 2. A new Chapter 10.42 of the Pierce County Code, "Automated Traffic
Safety Cameras," is hereby adopted as shown on Exhibit B, which is attached hereto
and incorporated herein by reference.
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Section 3. The Pierce County Sheriff, or designee, is hereby authorized to
implement such administrative procedures as may be necessary to carry out the
directives of this legislation and to interact with any vendor(s) selected. The Pierce
County Sheriff, or designee, will take into account the logistical and operational needs of
the Pierce County District Court and the Pierce County Public Works and Utilities
Departments when implementing and overseeing any automated traffic safety camera
enforcement program.

Section 4. Section 2. of Ordinance No. 2007-103s is hereby repealed.

Section 5. [Section 2. of Ordinance No. 2001-82 is amended as follows:] The
Council hereby creates the "Allocation Advisory Committee for Prevention Programs" to
make recommendations on funding and monitoring projects that receive funding from
the County's prevention monies, the 25 percent of one-tenth of one percent sales and
use tax for criminal justice purposes collected from unincorporated Pierce County,
pursuant to PCC 4.28.130. The review of project proposals shall be through an RFP
process. Beginning in fiscal year 2009, for expenditure in fiscal year 2010, 7.5 percent
of the revenue in the Prevention Services and Programs Fund shall be directed towards
programs deemed by the Council during its budget deliberation process as complying
with the requirements of this Ordinance and therefore being appropriate recipients of
these funds.

Section 6. This Ordinance shall become effective on January 1, 2009.

PASSED this day of , 2008.

ATTEST: PIERCE COUNTY COUNCIL
Pierce County, Washington

Denise D. Johnson Terry Lee
Clerk of the Council Council Chair

John W. Ladenburg

Pierce County Executive

Approved Vetoed , this
day of ,

2008.

Date of Publication of
Notice of Public Hearing:

Effective Date of Ordinance:
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