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Councilmember,  
District 1 
 

Member: 
 
 

Rules Committee 
 
Performance Audit  
Committee 
 
 

Economic & Infrastructure 
Development Committee 
 
 
To contact Shawn: 
 

(253) 798-3635 
(800) 992-2456 
FAX (253) 798-7509 
sbunney@co.pierce.wa.us 
 
 
Office of the  
Pierce County Council: 
 

930 Tacoma Avenue S. 
Room 1046 
Tacoma WA 98402-2176 
(253) 798-7777 
FAX (253) 798-7509 
TDD (253) 798-4018 
1-800-992-2456 
 
 

 

 
Dear Neighbor, 

 
I’m starting my second four-year term as your District 1 county councilmember. No 

one chose to oppose me in the recent election; I hope that means I’m doing a good 

job for you. I thank you for the opportunity to represent you. 

 
For the second year in a row I served as council chairman. The chairmanship helped 

me keep the county’s focus on public safety, government accountability, economic 

development, and quality of life – without raising taxes. And we were able to put $20 

million into the general fund as savings for when the economy worsens. 

 
Much of what the council does involves our quality of life. About 10,000 people move 

into Pierce County each year. We have two choices to address this inevitable popula-

tion growth: prepare for it, or don’t. 

 
If we don’t prepare, increased competition will continue to raise our home assessments 

and taxes, roads will be busier and wear out faster, crime will increase, and workers 

will have to commute to other counties for jobs. 

 
I don’t like that scenario. I believe in preparing for these new neighbors. I am working 

within Pierce County and regionally to plan highway and road projects for you to vote 

on. I am working on zoning that allows for more homes in defined areas while retain-

ing farms, creating parks, and protecting the forests and other aspects of nature we 

love. 
 
Finding the balance that prepares for the future while maintaining and enhancing our 

quality of life is an ongoing challenge. We all have different opinions as to where that 

balance is. I want to thank you who care enough to read this newsletter, and those 

who participate in their county and city activities. Without your involvement and 

caring, our job as elected officials would be even more difficult, and less successful. 

 
Thanks for your support.                 

      
          Working for you, 

 
 
   

  

 
  

  

 

       

             Shawn Bunney, Chairman 

   Pierce County Council 

   District 1 
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Saving Family FarmsSaving Family FarmsSaving Family FarmsSaving Family Farms    

Pierce County can’t afford to lose any more family 
farms.  
 
We already lost more than 80,000 acres of prime farm-
land from 1987 to 1997, and farmers continue today to 
accept lucrative buyout offers from developers. 
 
Other farmers sell their land because they grow tired of 
navigating the county’s permitting process or having to 
go to multiple places for assistance.  
 
Now there’s a new tool to help farms. For the first time, 
there will be a central point of contact for all farming 
issues in Pierce County: the Farming Assistance, Revi-
talization and Marketing program (FARM).  
 
Central to the FARM program is the creation of a 
“Farmbudsman,” a farming advocate who will work full 
time to help the farming community navigate county 
red tape and connect farmers with the right support 
agencies.  
 
Second, a 798-FARM assistance phone line puts farm-
ers, restaurateurs and the general public in touch with 
agencies and instant information.  
 
Third, a new Farm Advisory Board replaces and expands 
the existing Farm Advisory Commission. Finally, the 
Food and Farms Connection program will put farmers 

““““Standing by and watching our agricultural Standing by and watching our agricultural Standing by and watching our agricultural Standing by and watching our agricultural     
heritage  slip away is not an option.”heritage  slip away is not an option.”heritage  slip away is not an option.”heritage  slip away is not an option.”    

Our economic well-being and our highways are inextri-
cably linked. Degraded highways are an insidious fuel 
and time tax that each of us pays every day. Bad high-
ways cost us more than fixing them will. 
 
That’s primarily why I agreed to be Chairman of the 
Regional Transportation Investment District (RTID) 
the past two years. Made up of Pierce, King and Snoho-
mish counties, RTID’s assignment is to identify regional 
highway projects and propose funding to put on your 
ballot in 2007. 
 
I am chairing RTID also to ensure that our district’s 
road needs are represented, and to make sure that money 
raised in Pierce County stays in Pierce County. 
 
We need road systems that work efficiently. I’m working 
to make our area a better place to live, and good roads 
are an important part of that picture. 

Our Highways and JobsOur Highways and JobsOur Highways and JobsOur Highways and Jobs    

in touch with consumers by marketing locally grown 
produce and providing contact information for local 
farms. 
 
Standing  by and watching our agricultural heritage slip 
away is not an option. We owe it to future generations 
to ensure that roadside stands and pumpkin patches re-
main a reality instead of becoming just another memory. 



 

 

Financial AccountabilityFinancial AccountabilityFinancial AccountabilityFinancial Accountability    
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Shawn helped accept the 2006 Cascade Agenda Leadership 
Award from the Cascade Land Conservancy on behalf of the 
county council for helping bond funding for the acquisition of 
more than 1000 acres of farm, forest and open space in Pierce 
County. Shawn “exhibited true environmental leadership.” 

Pierce County’s $869.7 million budget allocates 2007 
revenue and spending mainly for unincorporated Pierce 
County and its population of more than 355,000. It is 
composed of the $269.2 million general fund - which 
pays for most county services with revenue from prop-
erty and sales taxes and fees - and a host of other largely 
self-supporting funds.  
 

 

The bulk of the spending is through the county execu-
tive departments. Historically it has been difficult for the 
council to keep on top of spending to the extent it 
wants.  
 
 

Starting in 2007 county departments are required to give 
the council more detailed financial reports before begin-
ning projects that may have fluctuating price tags. 

State Dumping Felons in Pierce CountyState Dumping Felons in Pierce CountyState Dumping Felons in Pierce CountyState Dumping Felons in Pierce County    

Pierce County convicts almost as many felons as gigantic 
King County!! A major reason is that the state saturates 
Pierce County with convicts released from state prisons, 
even though the convicts came from other counties. 
 

Over the years the state has set up a disproportionate 
number of its prison release programs in Pierce County. 
No matter where the criminal came from, once the per-
son enters a program or commits a crime in Pierce 
County the state counts that person as a Pierce County 
resident. When a new crime is committed, it’s counted 
as Pierce County recidivism. 
 

The most effective way to fight recidivism is to keep the 
state’s worst convicts from being introduced into Pierce 
County in the first place. That costs a lot less than hiring 
more deputies, judges, prosecutors, and corrections offi-
cers to send them back to prison. Convicted felons 
should be sent back to their original county when they 
are released. 
 

I’ll be working with the county Prosecuting Attorney to 
keep the state’s worst convicts from being introduced 
into Pierce County. We already have more than our 
share. 

    

Public Safety IncreasesPublic Safety IncreasesPublic Safety IncreasesPublic Safety Increases    
    

Public safety and judicial services account for 
nearly 74 percent of the county’s general fund 
spending.  
 

For 2007 the council funded three new detectives 
and one new patrol deputy for the sheriff’s depart-
ment, as well as 12 corrections officers that will 
allow the opening of a new 80-inmate housing 
unit (pod) at the county jail. 

We’re getting a new 80-acre regional county park in the 
Bonney Lake area. The property is part of a three-way 
land exchange between the county, White River School 
District and a developer. 
 

East Pierce County is growing rapidly. The need for a 
regional county park is great, and the site at 128th Street 
East and 198th Avenue is ideal. 
 

The design process has already begun. Because I want  
the park in operation as soon as possible I’ve made sure 
that $1.9 million is already identified for initial design 
and development. 

    

New Park on the PlateauNew Park on the PlateauNew Park on the PlateauNew Park on the Plateau    

Saving For A Rainy DaySaving For A Rainy DaySaving For A Rainy DaySaving For A Rainy Day    
    

The General fund balance is projected to be $20 
million higher than expenditures next year. Now 
that economic times are good, this Council put 
money away for when they aren’t. 



 

 

  

 

PRSRT STD 
US Postage 

PAID 
Tacoma WA 

Permit No. 820 

4 

 

Inside: 2006 Update from your 
Pierce County Councilmember  

����������	
  

Councilmember 
����������	
 �

Pierce County Council, District 1 
930 Tacoma Ave. S., Room 1046 
Tacoma WA 98402 

Economic DevelopmentEconomic DevelopmentEconomic DevelopmentEconomic Development    

In 2006 Shawn continued his commitment to implement performance audit recommendations to enhance economic 
development in Pierce County. The council added five new positions to the county Planning and Land Services de-
partment to help expedite the building permit process and eliminate backlog. The backlog is being reduced, and the 
council remains committed to helping the department reach its goal of 20-minute wait times. 

Shawn has worked to keep his promise to support senior citizensShawn has worked to keep his promise to support senior citizensShawn has worked to keep his promise to support senior citizensShawn has worked to keep his promise to support senior citizens    
 

�� 2005: Started the voucher program to enable 250 seniors on limited incomes to purchase fresh fruits and 
vegetables from local farmers’ markets 

 
�� 2006: Expanded the voucher program to feed 2,200 seniors. 
 
�� 2006: Funded delivery of boxes of produce to the homes of more than 400 qualified senior citizens who 

lack mobility. 
 
�� 2007: Increased funding to $71,000 for District 1 senior centers. Fought for the money, more than        

doubling the County Executive’s proposed budget. 
 
�� 2007: Council funded $225,000 for a combination of farmers’ market vouchers and produce delivery boxes 

for the next three years, continuing the successful partnership of seniors and farmers. 


