Serving Lakewood, Steilacoom, DuPont, Roy, McKenna, Joint Base
Lewis-McChord, and the Island Communities of Ketron, Anderson, & McNeil

Protecting local jobs
Increasing public safety
Reining in costs of government

Dear District 6 Friends & Neighbors,

Thank you for the opportunity to continue serving as your Pierce County
Councilmember and the chance to provide you with a district update.

The challenge for Pierce County is to do more with less. Like all other levels

of government in our cities, counties, and state, we are looking to find ways of
cutting costs by consolidating levels of management, reducing staff, and looking
for efficiencies.

From standing by my promise to maintain funding the Sheriff’s Department to
helping address the back log of court cases that affects our jail costs, I continue to
work to see that each tax dollar is used to maximum benefit. The County Council
makes the most of performance audits. As the 5-year Chair of that committee 1
will continue working to improve efficiencies of county departments, with the
focus in 2010 being the Law Enforcement Support Agency, LESA.

Inside you’ll also read about the E-Verify legislation I wrote and sponsored that
protects local jobs for citizens. And as the newly elected Chair of the Tacoma
Pierce County Health Board I am working with staff to cut expenses while
ensuring critical public and environmental health needs are met.

My door is always open! If you would like to discuss any issues with me, I
encourage you to call 253.798.3308 to arrange a meeting during “County Talk,”
held at Lakewood City Hall each Thursday morning.

Thank you for your support! I will
continue to listen and be your
independent voice in Pierce County. - .
. County Council Meeting
Sincerely, Tuesday June 1, 6:00 PM

Lakewood City Hall
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@ 2010 Economic Update & Public Safety

Recent budget forecasts indicate 2010 and 2011 will be lean budget years for the Pierce County

general government. Public safety continues to be a high priority for the Pierce County Council. To

that end | have again voted to maintain fundi
the 2010 budget required some difficult cuts to other county departments and some employee

furlough days, | have kept deputies on the job providing service in our communities.

Previously, back logged court cases cost Pierce County taxpayers millions of dollars yearly in
additional jail costs as inmates waited for trials, and some people who were later to be found
innocent incarcerated for a longer time. Since the State of Washington is responsible for funding

prisons, it is in the interest of Pierce County citizens to provide timely trials, release those acquitted,
and send those convicted to state prison facilities.

Through the County Council, a Crime Task Force was created on which | served as Co-Chair, tasked
with addressing the court back logs and general processes. After several years of work and
di scussion with the Pierce County Prosecutor

Department, we have come to some agreements on ways to streamline and improve the judicial
process for our citizens and thus bring down jail costs.

| am very pleased to report that the felony back log has currently been reduced from 2434cases in
2007 to 1648cases today! The good news is that dollars not tied up in the jail can be put to work
funding other public safety needs such as additional deputies and prosecutors.

Felony Filings and Pending Cases
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Source: Performance Audit Office, from LINX data
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Protecting our -Verifyt | z e

In 2009 Councilmember Dick Muri wrote and sponsored county E-Verify legislation to help protect
the jobs of Pierce County residents. E-Verify ensures that employees of Pierce County government
and those doing business with Pierce County government are eligible to work in the United States.
Ordinance 2009-74s requires contractors doing work with Pierce County government to electroni-
cally verify that their employees are legal workers. This internet based process takes only seconds,
does not burden businesses, protects jobs and helps fight identity theft.

E-Verify is a free Web-based system that electronically confirms the employment eligibility of newly
hired employees through the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in cooperation with the
Social Security Administration (SSA). U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) oversees
the program.

E-Verify works by allowing participating employers to compare employee information taken from
the Form 1-9 (the paper-based employment eligibility verification form used for all new hires)
against more than 449 million records in SSA's database and more than 80 million records in DHS'
immigration databases. Results are returned within seconds.

1 Approximately 1 in 8 new hires nationwide are now checked
by E-Verify

1 The federal government now uses E-Verify to check the status
of their own new hires and requires participation by certain
categories of federal contractors

1 11 states require E-Verify participation by certain contractors

1 Arizona requires employers to participate in E-Verify

1 The City of Lakewood adopted an ordinance requiring the city,
its contractors, and grantees to use the E-Verify system

Read Pierce County Ordinance 2008s and more about District 6
http://www.piercecountywa.org/pc/Abtus/ourorg/council/
district6.htm




Photos from the Free HIN1 Clinic that came to Steilacoom in February

Off to a fast start as the newly elected Chair of the
Tacoma Pierce County Health Board, Council
member Dick Muri coordinated and hosted a free
H1IN1 Flu Clinic at the Steilacoom ferry terminal
with Mayor Ron Lucas and the county health
department. Ninety nine people - ferry riders and

walking down to the ferry docks was appreciated
by many! You can also contact your health provider
for information and inoculations.

Pierce County Councilmember
Dick Muri

Phone: 253.798.3308

FAX: 253.798.7509

Toll Free: 1.800.992.2456
dick.muri@co.pierce.wa.us
www.piercecountywa.gov/council

Council Assistant Leslie Swalley
Phone: 253.798.3308
leslie.swalley@co.pierce.wa.us

I’'ve enjoyed meeting many of you over the past six
years. Please feel free to call or set up an appointment
in either the Tacoma office or District office in Lake-
wood. The County City Building is located between
Tacoma Ave S and Yakima. The pay parking lot is
located behind the CCB otf 9th.
We are happy to validate your parking.

local residents -
took advantage
of getting this
important
inoculation from
the severe flu
strain known

as HIN1. The
convenience of

Mailing address:

Pierce County Council

930 Tacoma Ave S Room 1046
Tacoma, WA 98402-2176

District Office

in Lakewood City Hall

Call 798.3308 to set up a time.
3rd FL, Lakewood City Hall
9:00 AM - 11:00 AM.

Special thanks to Michael Pawelak for use of the Mt. Rainier photograph
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General Information
(253) 798200 1.800.99256
Assessor Treasurer (253)-6381
Auditor (253) 798427

County Executive (253) 7857
Prosecuting Attorney (253) 7982
PALS Information: (253) 7280
Senior Assistance 74800

1.800. 562332

Domestic Violence 78866
1.800.762420

TDD 253.798.4620

Health Department 78800
Illegal County Dumping

(253) 798\FO (4636)

Parks & Recreation 789876




