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  Merry Christmas!  This is the time of the year to count our many blessings, to gather with family and friends, and to celebrate the message of hope that the season inspires.  There are plenty of ways to celebrate here in Council District 3, and most are free – or almost free – and fun for the whole family.  Keep reading to the end of this newsletter to learn about some wonderful ways to enjoy the sights and sounds of Christmas from Graham to Eatonville and beyond.

While I greatly enjoy this time of year, I’m also mindful of the fact that the Christmas Season can be very difficult for those who have come upon hard times.  I know you’ll join me in reaching out to those in our community who suffer such misfortune.  There are numerous local organizations whose mission it is to provide help, but they can’t do it without the generosity of people like you and me.    
It’s been my honor to serve you on the Pierce County Council for almost seven years.  In this coming year, I pledge to continue working with my Council colleagues to reduce the cost of government while maintaining the high level of service that you deserve.
Tough budget, but right priorities
I’m pleased to report that on November 8th, the Council unanimously passed the 2012 County Budget.  Pierce County government will cost less to operate in 2012.  There were cuts made to the operating budgets of all departments, save one – the Sheriff’s Department.  The Pierce County Council maintained its commitment to its number one priority – Public Safety – by providing additional resources to the Sheriff’s Department.   We did this with particular targets in mind:  residential burglary, car prowls, and crimes against children and youth.  By providing extra emphasis on these areas, we plan to send a message that Pierce County is not a safe place for criminals.   It is my hope that, by removing these criminal elements, more families will be encouraged to move here and more business owners will view Pierce County as a great place to open their doors.
Another priority for the Council is the preservation and maintenance of the many wonderful parks facilities in Pierce County.  Our parks enhance our communities and provide recreational opportunities for children and families at minimal cost, and it is important to be good stewards of them.  A prime example of this is the Sprinker Recreation Center, which had been deemed for destruction, but is now in the process of being refurbished.  The newly renovated ice rink will be re-opening its doors in late December.  In the 2012 budget, we made additional provision for the Sprinker upgrades and other park maintenance.
I’d like to add that the true bottom line of the County budget is this:  Accountability.  Many of the dollars appropriated to county agencies have strings attached – the Council will require regular progress reports.  Effectiveness is doing the right things; efficiency is doing things right.  We, as the governing body of Pierce County, want to make sure that your tax dollars are used as efficiently as possible to effectively provide the services you need.   To view the adoption of the 2012 Pierce County Budget, click here. 
Getting there: Road Projects in District 3  
[image: image3.jpg]


176th Street East - The project to widen 176th Street from Waller Road to Gem Heights Drive, which includes the newly reopened bridge between 51st and Canyon Road, will be completed next year.  It is now on winter suspension, but all lanes are open to traffic throughout the winter months.   After this project is completed next spring, work will begin on the portion of 176th Street west of Waller Road.  
Ultimately, 176th Street will be a five-lane economic corridor for the efficient transport of goods from the Frederickson industrial area to the future Cross-Base Highway and Interstate 5.    Combining the work on the first two sections of the project shortened traffic disruption by forcing an earlier completion date and it saved more than $1 million.  
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Canyon Road East from 172nd St. E. - 160th St. E. 
As of early November, the Contractor was working on Brookdale Road East, 160th Street East, and on the West side of Canyon Road East with the following activities:

· The west side of the roadway is open.

· Excavating the detention pond.

· Installing curbs, gutters, light fittings, and signal bases.
· Placing crushed surfacing rock and fine grading to prepare for paving. 

· Laying the first two lifts of asphalt on the east side.
· Protecting site with erosion control in preparation for winter.
As with the 176th Street project, work on this road will be in winter suspension until Spring of 2012, when the final layer of asphalt will be applied.  For updates on all District 3 road projects, click here.
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CENTRAL PIERCE FIRE DISTRICT sponsors a free Smoke Alarm Program.  They provide free smoke alarms to residents of the fire district.  Fire department personnel will provide you with a smoke alarm and install it for you free of charge.  Smoke alarms for the deaf and hard of hearing are also available. These feature a flashing strobe light in addition to an audible alarm.  Also, if you’d like to have your smoke alarms checked, please contact the Prevention & Education Office at (253) 538-6491. 
SMOKE ALARM TIPS
· Test smoke alarms monthly.
· Replace batteries once a year for standard smoke alarms. 
· Replace smoke alarms every ten years. 
(If you have long-life-battery-operated smoke alarms, batteries do not need to be replaced.  The battery & alarm have the same life expectancy of ten years. )

	


Celebrate! 
Tree lightings, festivals and school concerts fill our already busy schedules in December.  
Here are some events to watch for:

Now through Jan. 1
· Pierce County Fantasy Lights at Spanaway Park, 5:30 to 9 p.m., Spanaway Park ($13 per vehicle)
Thursday, December 1
· Frontier Junior High Concert Choir, Vocal Ensemble, Symphonic Band, & Jazz Band, 7:00 p.m.

· Cougar Mountain 7th Grade Bands Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 2
· Elk Plain Elementary, Chocolate, Chimes & Cheer Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday, December 6
· Cougar Mountain Junior High Choir Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m.
· Kapowsin Elementary Choir, Band & Orchestra Holiday Concert, 2:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
· Santa @ the Fire Station, 8005 Canyon Rd. E., 6:00-8:00 p.m.  Take a picture with Santa in his sleigh and visit with local firefighters.  Non-perishable food donations and new, unwrapped Toys for Tots accepted.
	

	

	

	


Wednesday, December 7
· Bethel High School Winter Band and Orchestra Concert, 7:00 p.m.
· Frontier Junior High Holiday Band Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, December 8
· Frontier Junior High Choir Concert, 7:00 p.m.

· Spanaway Junior High Winter Orchestra and Band Concert, 7:00 p.m.
· Liberty Jr. High Symphonic Band/Concert Choir/Vocal Ensemble/Orchestra Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m.
Friday, December 9
· Graham-Kapowsin High School Holiday Cabaret, 7 p.m.
Sunday, December 11

· Bethel School District Vivace! Choral Program presents:  “A Vivace! Christmas” at Kilworth Chapel, Univ. of Puget Sound.  Performance: 4:00 pm. Ticket sales begin at 3:00 pm.  Adults: $10, Kids (12 & under): $8.  
Monday, December 12
· Eatonville Middle School Concert, 7 p.m.

· Cougar Mountain Junior High Winter Concert, 7 p.m.

Tuesday, December 13

· Bethel Junior High Winter Concert, 7:00 p.m.
· Weyerhaeuser Elementary (4th and 5th grade) Concert, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, December 14
· Centennial Elementary Winter Wonderland Concert, 7:00 p.m.

· Cedarcrest Junior High Winter Choir Concert, 7 p.m.

· Spanaway Lake High School Winter Holiday Band and Orchestra Concert 7 p.m.
· Cougar Mountain Wind Ensemble & Advanced Band Winter Concert 7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, December 15

· Eatonville Elementary (4th and 5th grade) Music Program, 7 p.m.
· Naches Trail Elementary Choir Concert, 6:30 p.m.

· Graham-Kapowsin High School Winter Band and Orchestra Concert, 7 p.m.

· 15th Annual South Hill Tree Lighting, 5 p.m., Meridian Habitat Center (14102 Meridian)



 Make sure your family is safe this holiday season. 
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