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To file an Ethics Code complaint, fill
out the form located inside this brochure.
All complaints are confidential, unless
and until a violation is found.

A Hearing Officer will decide if there
is probable cause to believe that a violation
of the code has actually occurred.

Meetings are open to the public and
you are encouraged to attend. Meetings
are held the second Thursday of each
month (except holidays) at 4:30 p.m. at
the Pierce County Annex, located at
2401 S. 35th Street, Conference Room D,

Tacoma, Washington.

Pierce County
Ethics Commission

If you have any questions or concerns,
contact the Commission at:

Phone: (253) 798-6270

Email: pcethics@co.pierce.wa.us

Web: www.piercecountywa.org/ethics

If you require additional forms, they
can be obtained at:

Pierce County Center for

Dispute Resolution

738 Broadway, Suite 400

Tacoma, WA 98402

Pierce County Code of Ethics
Chapter 3.12

Pierce County acknowledges the need
for integrity in government and recog-
nizes that the people of Pierce County
consider governmental service to be a
public trust. The purpose of this Chapter
is to establish ethical standards of conduct
for all officials and employees of the
County, and for all people dealing with
Pierce County government.

The Code shall be liberally construed
in favor of protecting the public’s interest
in full disclosure of conflicts of interest
and promoting ethical standards of
conduct for County officials, employees,
and persons dealing with Pierce County
government.

The Hearing Officer investigates
complaints to determine if probable
cause exists to believe the Ethics Code
was violated.

The Ethics Commission holds
hearings to determine whether a violation
occurred and imposes penalties.

Find the complete Pierce County Code
at: www.piercecountywa.org/council
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Ethical
Government is
Everyone’s
Responsibility

Any person with knowledge of a
Pierce County Ethics Code violation by
a county employee, or any person dealing
with Pierce County government, may
file a complaint with the Pierce County
Ethics Commission.

It is the Ethics Commission’s duty
to examine questionable behavior, as
defined by the Pierce County Ethics
Code, and to resolve complaints.

Pierce County’s Ethics Commission
exists as a non-biased resource for the
community and can provide infor-
mation and solutions.
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