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άtƛŜǊŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŜƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀ ƭŜŀƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŜŜƴŜǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ  Lƴ 
2010 we saved more than $565,000 by using less energy, less gasoline and buying 
fewer office supplies. With gas and energy prices rising we are going to have to 
continue to become more efficient in our daily operations. Our efforts towards 
becoming a more sustainable govŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǎǘŀǊǘΦέ 
 

-Pat McCarthy, Pierce County Executive 
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Updated Pierce County Government Sustainability Goals 

Air Quality: All areas of Pierce County are in compliance with federal air quality standards. 
 

 

Employee Sustainability Training: When surveyed, 90% of Pierce County employees take sustainability into consideration in their jobs 

Energy Efficiency: Reduce by 15%* electricity and natural gas use in County facilities over January 2010 levels.  All new County facilities are 
built to a LEED Silver or better standard. 

Green Purchasing and Recycling:  At least 50% of office products purchased have recycled content.  Reduce purchase and consumption of 
copier/printer paper by 15%.  Increase recycling by 35% **.  Reduce the amount of landfill waste by 30%. 
 

 
 

Transportation: 50% of Pierce CountyΩǎ general use fleet to be hybrid/electric/alternative fuel vehicles.  25% of Pierce County employee 
commute trips will be public transit, carpool/vanpool, bicycle, walk, drive electric vehicles, telecommute or compressed work week. 

Water Quality and Quantity:  Reduce water use in our 43 owned buildings by 10%.*** On average Pierce County streams grade to a B- or 
better (Currently C).***     

 
Expanded Goal*, Decreased Goal**, New Goal***  
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Energy Efficiency 
Pierce County met its 2015 goal of reducing energy use in its 43 
buildings by 10%, which saved more than $265,000.  The 
departments of Facilities Management, Parks and Recreation, and 
Public Works and Utilities are responsible for this savings and 
deserve praise.  Employee decisions also factor into this energy 
savings.  The new 2015 Pierce County goal is to reduce energy use 
by 15% in our 43 owned buildings.  

Air Quality  
Pierce County remains out of attainment for Particulate Matter 
2.5 air quality.  The primary reason for the poor air quality is 
wood smoke from our homes.  Because the Tacoma/Pierce 
County non-attainment area is mainly urban the problem is worse 
than it would be in a rural area.  PM2.5 is closely linked to asthma 
attacks and bronchitis in children.  It is also linked to cancer, heart 
attacks and strokes in adults.  To learn more visit 
www.woodsmoke.us 
 

Employee Sustainability Training  
More than 1,400 employees filled out the 
County Sustainability survey.  Of those, 78% 
take sustainability into consideration in their 
daily assignments.  Employees who consider 
sustainability save the county money and make 
better decisions for the health of our local 
environment.  
 

    2010 Highlights 
          Leaner & Greener          

 

   
                                                                                     

             
 
 
              
 
             
                                                                               

ά/ƻǳƴǘȅ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦ Taxpayer dollars are being saved through reductions in fuel and 
electricity use and through more efficient use of supplies. At the same time, government operations are 
reducing their impacts on the environment. This is a double win for the families of PieǊŎŜ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦέ 

 -Roger Bush, Pierce County Council Chair 
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Transportation  
The entire Pierce County Fleet drove 42,507 more miles in 
2010 than in 2009, but we used 26,451 fewer gallons of 
gasoline because of improved fleet fuel efficiency.  Our 
general use fleet has 35 hybrids making up a total 
percentage of 18.4% of the fleet.  County employees were 
reimbursed for 36,575 fewer miles in 2010 than in 2009. By 
being more efficient and driving less in our personal cars 
Pierce County saved significant money and improved the 
health of our local environment.     
 
 

Green Purchasing and Recycling  
Pierce County employees increased their office recycling by 30% in 
2010 thanks to an improved recycling program.  By doing this we 
expect to reduce our garbage pickup cost by more than $12,000 
annually.  We also were able to move our percent of recycled office 
products up to 27.6% in 2010 while purchasing over $173,000 less 
office products.  We also were able to reduce paper use by 9% in 2010.  
Because we are purchasing less as a County we expect that our original 
goal of 50% more recycling was too high. We are changing that goal to 
35% to better reflect a realistic 2015 goal.   

Water Quality and Quantity 
Pierce County reduced our water use in our 43 owned buildings by 3%.  Pierce 
County streams remain at a water quality grade of C.  Stormwater remains the major 
threat to clean water in our streams, lakes and Puget Sound.  Pierce County 
continues to work on reducing nitrogen loads from our sewer treatment plant in 
University Place. 
  

   нлмл IƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ /ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧ 
     Leaner & Greener          

                                                                                    

  
     

                         

 

 


