Pierce County - Public Works & Utilities Department

About the 2006 Road Atlas

For over forty years, Pierce County employees have used a County Atlas that had changed very little in basic
format and organization. The atlas retained its 15" x 17" format and its pagination/indexing system for this time
period. The document's longevity shows that it had effectively served its primary purpose and role, to provide
the location and certain characteristics of County maintained roadways.

This Pierce County Roadway Atlas's primary goal is to show the network of County maintained roadways and in
doing so, show various features important to certain County agencies such as water courses, bridges, and
range/township boundaries. This Atlas has clearer line quality and more accurate registration from section to
section than its "predecessor". But its real strengths are difficult to view through the paper map. This atlas has
the following characteristics that cannot be replicated by its predecessor:

@ Electronically viewable and printable
This atlas is not only a paper map but it may be viewed and printed electronically.

@® Seamless

The past practice in making an area map often involved "cutting and pasting" portions of individual map
pages. This atlas would ultimately allow the electronic viewing and printing of portions of the County on
single sheets of paper without the splicing of paper.

@ Updatable

This atlas's individual pages can be revised through time without having to discard the entire document.
This feature is particularly appropriate given the proposed and pending incorporations and annexations
affecting the jurisdictional boundaries.
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This version of the PIERCE COUNTY ROADWAY ATLAS is an innovative application of Pierce County's
Geographic Information System (GIS). GIS is a combination of computer hardware, software, and human
resources that allow the linking of certain data to their spatial context. This Atlas was made possible through
the initiative of Linda Gerull, GIS Manager, and Chuck Buzzard, GIS staff as well as the project leadership and
oversight of Jesse Hamashima, Transportation Planning Supervisor. Also, special acknowledgements go to
Public Works and Utilities staff Jie Chen for his craftsmanship and technical skill and Julie Klontz for her
assistance in cartographic formatting and content editing. Their work will be long appreciated by County staff.

Brian D. Stacy, P.E.
County Engineer
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