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Standard Amounts Ordered for Public Defense Recoupment 
 

Type of Criminal Case 
in Superior Court 

2003 Standard 
Amount 

2010 Superior Court 
Recommendation 

Class A felonies $1500 $2000 

Class B and C $400 $500 

Misdemeanor $250 $500 

Trial $1500 $2000 

 
 
These recommendations were discussed on March 18 at a meeting of the Criminal 
Procedures Committee of Superior Court (judges, prosecution, defense attorneys, and 
others).  There was general agreement that the amounts recommended by the Criminal 
PLUS committee are reasonable. 
 
The recommended amounts will be furthered discussed in Superior Court and adopted 
as recommendations to the judges if approved by the court’s Executive Committee. 
 
We conferred with the Department of Assigned Counsel and with the Prosecuting 
Attorney’s Office about the new recommended amounts.  They agreed that the amounts 
are reasonable, although probably lower than DAC’s actual costs, and that it is 
unnecessary to conduct a cost analysis. 
 
Since the process is underway to increase the 2003 amounts, it appears that 
performance audit work on this topic has been completed. 
 

Note on Amounts Actually Collected 
 
It may be asked how much has actually been collected for orders of public defense 
recoupment.  We started tracking the amounts in 1998, when a performance audit of 
recoupment was conducted, and have followed the issue ever since.  The revenue from 
Superior Court cases increased from $48,000 in 1998 to $318,000 in 2008, with a drop in 
2009 to $272,000.  The graph on the next page shows the actual amounts collected in 
both Superior Court and District Court cases. 
 
In District Court, the standard amount ordered for recoupment is $150, or $300 for a trial 
that takes two days or less.  If District Court judges wish to raise the standard amount 
ordered for public defense, they can consider the matter internally and follow the lead of 
Superior Court. 
 
 
cc. Judge Bryan Chushcoff, presiding judge, Superior Court 

Judge Margaret Ross, presiding judge, District Court 
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