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FI LE NO 160 PROPOSAL NO. 2003-32s2

Sponsored by: Council nenber Shawn Bunney

Request ed by: County Executive / (Pierce County Responds Program

ORDI NANCE NO. 2003-32s2

AN ORDI NANCE OF THE PI ERCE COUNTY COUNCI L REPEALI NG CHAPTER 10. 32 OF THE
Pl ERCE COUNTY CODE, “JUNK VEHI CLES AS PUBLI C NU SANCES',
ENACTI NG A NEW CHAPTER 8.10 OF THE PIERCE COUNTY CODE,
“PUBLIC NU SANCE VEHI CLES - PRCH BITED ACTIVITIES -
PENALTI ES - REMOVAL”; AMENDI NG SECTION 1.22.080 OF THE
PI ERCE COUNTY CODE TO GRANT THE HEARI NG EXAM NER THE
AUTHORITY TO HEAR CONTESTED PUBLIC NU SANCE VEH CLE
ABATEMENT NOTI CES; RECOMMENDI NG A PUBLIC | NFORVATI ON
PROGRAM  ADCPTING FINDINGS OF FACT; AND SETTING AN

EFFECTI VE DATE.

WHEREAS, The Pi erce County Executive established the Pierce County
Responds Program to inprove the quality of life of the residents of
Pierce County by coordinating the identification, cleanup, and

enforcenment of properties identified as illegal dunpsites; and

WHEREAS, The accunul ation, dismantling, storing, placing or parking
of extensively damaged vehicles and inoperable vehicles constitutes a
public nuisance, as defined by Chapter 7.48 RCW which is detrinental to
nei ghbors and the community at |arge; and

WHEREAS, The Pierce County Council and the Pierce County Solid
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Waste Advisory Commttee have in recent years received significant
public testinony calling for additional enforcenent and public
assistance tools to alleviate the illegal dunping of vehicles and the

publ i c nui sance caused by these vehicles; and

VWHEREAS, The Pierce County Executive has recomended that Chapter
10. 32 of the Pierce County Code, “Junk Vehicles as Public Nuisances,”
be replaced with a new Chapter that clarifies definitions, clearly
states prohibited activities and penalties, provides the Executive with
the flexibility to use resources fromnultiple agencies to conbat the
problem and authorizes new prograns designed to assist inpacted

property owners; and

WHEREAS, the authorities and prograns authorized by this O dinance

break new ground and shoul d be wi dely published; and

WHEREAS, Pierce County enacts this Odinance after a careful

exam nation of public testinony and |ong-standing |laws of our State.

NOW THEREFORE,

BE | T ORDAI NED by the Council of Pierce County:

Section 1. Chapter 10.32 of the Pierce County Code, “Junk Vehicles

as Public Nuisances”, is hereby repeal ed.

Section 2. Chapter 8.10 of the Pierce County Code, “Public Nuisance
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Vehicles — Prohibited Activities — Penalties — Renoval”, is hereby
adopted as set forth in Exhibit *“A” which is attached hereto and

i ncor porated by reference.

Section 3. Section 1.22.080 of the Pierce County Code is hereby
anended as set forth in Exhibit "B" which is attached hereto and

i ncor porated by reference.

Section 4. The Pierce County Council hereby adopts the “Fi ndings of
Fact” as set forth in “Exhibit C which is attached hereto and

i ncor porated by reference.

Section 5. The County Executive, or designee, should provide w de
public notice of the provisions of this Odinance, Chapter 8.10 of the
Pierce County Code, and prograns devel oped as authorized by Chapter
8. 10, through newspapers of general circulation, direct mail, the Pierce
County internet website, the KRCC governnment access television station,

and ot her nedi a.

Section 6. The County Executive shall annually report to the
Council on the effectiveness of this ordinance and Chapter 8.10 of the
Pi erce County Code in reducing the blight of public nuisance vehicles
upon conmunities and the costs incurred by the County through this
program The report shall point out any inpacts on individuals who
collect and restore vehicles as a hobby, changes to code enforcenent

procedures made necessary by this ordi nance, and ongoi ng budget
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i npacts. The report should include, but not be limted to, the
nunbers of sites reported, nuisance vehicles renoved cooperatively,
Vi ol ati ons and Abatenents, and hearings held, as well as a record of
staff tinme utilized, costs incurred by specific County departnents,
and program needs. The reports shall occur in Septenber to coincide

with the Council’s review of the annual County budget.

Section 7. This Ordinance shall becone effective on July 1, 200S3.

PASSED t hi s day of , 2003.

ATTEST: Pl ERCE COUNTY COUNCI L
Pl ERCE COUNTY, Washi ngton

Gerri Johnson Counci | nenber Harol d Mss
Clerk of the Council Council Chair
Approved As To Form Only: Pl ERCE COUNTY EXECUTI VE

John Ladenburg

Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Appr oved Vetoed
this day of , 2003.

Dat e of Publication of
Notice of Public Hearing:

Ef fecti ve Date of O di nance:
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