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School Program Makes the Grade
STUDENTS DEVELOP WAYS TO RECYCLE MORE, WASTE LESS

Students at Spanaway Junior High have
been talkin’ trash. They've been talkin’
recycling, too, and are active partici-
pants in the county’s new school
recycling program. .

Nine Pierce County schools are ]
involved in the pilot program, which %; '
helps local students and staff recycle %,
more and waste less.

At Spanaway Junior High, 20 students
collected and sorted garbage from the

Enterprises and Waste Connections (Mur-
rey’s Disposal and American Disposal) are

% helping by developing recycling pro-
% grams tailored to each school’s needs.

; @ “Word has been spreading, and

(3 g we’re already hearing from schools
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who want to participate next year,”
said Steve Wamback, the County’s
solid waste administrator.
Participating schools include:
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school’s 64 classrooms during a one-day audit Elementary, Spanaway Junior High and Bethel
in December. The students worked with four High School
environmental educators from Pierce County « Franklin Pierce School District: Ford Middle
Public Works and Utilities to assess how much School
recyclable material was in the school’s trash bins. « Peninsula School District: Evergreen Elementary,

£ “We found that only 21 pounds of recyclables Key Peninsula Middle School and Gig Harbor

o had been recycled on the day of the audit, which High School

- was only 5 percent of the overall garbage sam- e Sumner School District: Sumner Middle School
ples,” said Kim Meline, faculty representative for and Sumner High School

G- the school’s new recycling committee. “I believe “With support from school administration and
we could have recycled up to 70 percent of what faculty, students are designing programs to cut
we found.” back on how much waste they generate and to

Bob Dieckmann, an environmental educator recycle as much as they can,” Wamback said. “We

for the Solid Waste Division, is coordinating the adults have lots to learn from youth. They are

project with fellow educators Travis Dut-
ton, Stephanie Leisle and Ryan Misley,

and Nancy Morrison, a project coor-
dinator in the same division.
Local solid waste
companies

showing all of us how to make garbage and
disposal our last resort.”
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EXPIRED OR UNWANTED MEDICINES
Return these items to the Unwanted

Medicine Return Pilot Program at any

Group Health Cooperative Pharmacy in

Washington. You are not required to be

a Group Health member to participate.

For return instructions and a list of

pharmacies near you, visit

www.medicinereturn.com.

If you cannot return your med-
icines to the Medicine Return
Program: For chemotherapy
drugs, contact your prescrib-
ing medical office to see if
they will accept the unused
medicine. For all other medicines,
we recommend:

» Keep the medication in its original
container.

< Add a small amount of water to pills
or capsules to dissolve them. Do not
pour this liquid down the drain.

« Tape the container lid shut, place in a
sealable bag and then in a non-trans-
parent container.

 Put the container in the garbage away
from kids or pets. Do not place in the
recycling bin.

» Do not fush medications down the
drain or toilet.

For more information, visit Washing-
ton Citizens for Resource Conservation
at www.wastenotwashington.org.

FLUORESCENT LIGHTS
Fluorescent lights and compact
fluorescent bulbs can be recycled,
free of charge, at Pierce Coun-
ty’s household hazardous waste
collection sites. Commercial
businesses should call the Pierce
County Health Department
at (800) 287-6429. Other
options include:
» Total Reclaim,
Seattle, (206)
343-7443,
www.total
reclaim.com
« Seattle Light-
ing, Tacoma,

(253) 475-8730; accepts all fluores-
cent lamps—fee of 50 cents per bulb.

PROPANE TANKS

Propane bottles, cylinders and tanks
without an overfilling prevention device
(OPD) can be taken, free of charge, to
the Tacoma Hazardous Waste Facility.
Propane containers are also accepted
at the Hidden Valley and Purdy transfer
stations for a nominal fee. For
barbecue-size propane
tanks, many home im-
provement stores and
supermarkets host for-fee
exchange programs.

PET WASTE
Pet waste may be placed in

your garbage can as long as the

feces is securely bagged in plastic
or wrapped in a closed, leak-proof bag
or container.

= Bag it: Put waste in a securely closed
bag and dispose in the trash. Do not
put it in your yard waste container;
pet waste may carry diseases, and
yard waste treatment may not kill
disease carrying organisms.

e Compost it: Waste from small ani-
mals other than dogs and cats
(rabbits, rodents, etc.) can be put in
your backyard compost bin.

For more information go to
www.piercecountywa.org/hhw.







