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What does it Mean to Build Green?
Green Building  is a 
comprehensive approach to 
addressing the environmental 
impacts of building. It takes 
into account the impact of 
building from a life-cycle 
perspective, going beyond the 
moment of construction, and 
beyond the immediate site of 
the building.

Green Building incorporates 
principles, techniques, and 
materials that conserve natural 
resources and protects the 
environment.



2006 Survey by Green Building Institute
Question = If you were buying a house, how much importance would you put on 

each of the following factors?  Answer = A great deal.
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What is a Market-Driven Green Home 
Building Program?

• A green home building program defines 
“green” for both the professional using the 
program and the consumer wanting a 
green home. 

• The basis of that definition is: 
– a set of technical criteria that is generally 

presented in the form of a checklist of action 
items; and,

– thresholds that must be met to for the 
program’s “brand” name to apply.



Built Green® Washington
• Built Green® 

Washington is a 
cooperative of 
Washington’s 
regional green home 
building programs. 
We’re here to help 
home builders and 
home buyers get the 
information needed 
to build and buy 
green!

• 12 local Built Green® 
programs in place or 
under development.

www.builtgreenwashington.org



Tacoma-Pierce County 
Built Green® Program

Working in Partnership for a 
Sustainable Built Environment in 

Tacoma and Pierce County.

Established 2003.

The technical criteria included in the Tacoma-Pierce County Built Green® 
Program, and the thresholds set for achieving Star Ratings, have been 
selected to reflect the unique environmental and economic conditions in 
this community.  The program includes modules for:

•Home Builders

•Remodelers

•Land Developers  (Green Communities)

•Multi-Family Builders



Tacoma-Pierce County 
Built Green® Program

• What does it mean to be a Built Green® developer, builder or 
remodeler?

– Built Green® is a voluntary, self-certified rating system for plats, new 
single and multifamily homes, or remodels that are constructed to 
standards above required development and building codes.  

– The mission of Tacoma-Pierce County Built Green® is to work in 
partnership to create safer, healthier and more efficient homes, reduce 
impacts of construction and development, and improve and protect the 
valuable community and natural resources of Tacoma and Pierce 
County.  

– Members of the Built Green® program receive an orientation, attend 
ongoing education classes about green building, have access to local 
and nation green building material resources, and have dedicated
themselves to promoting green building techniques.  

– Built Green® is a designation that only program members may use.

www.mbapierce.com/builtgreen OR www.builtgreenwashington.org



How was the program developed?
To ensure the program reflected community 

needs and market conditions, local 
stakeholders were included at every stage of 
development, including:
– Builders, Remodelers, Developers, Associates
– Master Builders Association
– City of Tacoma Solid Waste Division (including 

DOE grant)
– Puget Sound Energy and Tacoma Power
– WSU Co-operative Extension
– Other Service Providers and financial supporters



Current Built Green® Partners

• Pierce County
• City of Tacoma
• Puget Sound Energy
• Tacoma Power 
• Department of Ecology
• City of Puyallup
• City of University Place
• Corporate / Non-Profit Partners



Tacoma-Pierce County Built Green® 
Program Materials

• Checklists 
• Handbooks
• Trade Tip Sheets

– Identifies actions items specifically 
related to identified subtrade

• Customized Checklists
– Allows easier reference for 

employees and subs
– Provide list to homeowner of 

exactly what is green about their 
home

– Include company information on 
checklist

• Marketing Resources 
– Brochures, Decals, Signs, and 

more



Built Green® Checklist Categories

• Developer
– Site Selection & Design

• Land Use, Community Enhancement 
and Housing Affordability, 
Landscaping – Common Areas, 
Transportation

– Planning & Education
• Covenants & Builder Guidelines, 

Education, Operations & 
Maintenance

– Construction Operations
• Erosion & Sedimentation Controls, 

Vegetation Management, Pollution 
Prevention, Heritage & 
Deconstruction



Built Green® Star Rating Thresholds
Developer

• Compared to 
Pierce County 
Stormwater Manual 
Chapter 10:  
Compliance with 
Manual produced 2 
star Built Green® 
Development



How Can You Participate in the Tacoma-Pierce 
County Built Green® Program?

• Jurisdictions / Agencies
– Endorse the program!
– Provide funding / in-kind support
– Participate on Steering Committee

• Industry Members
– Join the program

• Builder or Associate Member
– Enroll your projects
– Complete and submit your checklists
– Lead the Program

• Steering Committee Membership



Local Government’s Role in Promoting Voluntary 
Low Impact Development

• Educate reviewers and inspectors to new 
techniques, materials

• Amend codes and policies as needed to 
allow for LID

• Allow site-specific LID practices (flexibility 
is key)

• Fast track permits?  Fee waivers?
• Other incentives to industry?



“As contractors, our 
responsibility is to 
introduce ‘green’ 
techniques or products 
in the homes we 
build…WE are the 
environmentalists.”

John Kurowski, Kurowski Development

Tiffany Speir, MBA of Pierce County 

272-2112 ext. 105 / tspeir@mbapierce.com


