Pet waste pollutes

Pets &
When you clean up after your pet, do you dump the waste
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Do you leave it to decay on the road shoulder or in the
ditch near the street?

If so, you may be causing water pollution or health
problems.

Pet waste that washes into lakes, streams or Puget
Sound begins to decay, using up oxygen and releasing
ammonia. Low oxygen levels and ammonia combined
with warm water can Kill fish.

Pet waste also contains nutrients that encourage weed
and algae growth in waters we use for swimming, boating
and fishing.

Most importantly, pet waste can carry diseases and

bacteria that could make water unsafe for contact and

lead to beach closures or affect shellfish harvest. These

include:

e Campylobacteriosis—bacterial infection

e Salmonellosis—bacterial infection

e Toxocariasis—roundworm infection

¢ Toxoplasmosis—protozoan parasite infection

¢ Giardiasis—protozoan parasite infection

e Fecal Coliform—Dbacteria in feces, indicates
contamination

e E.coli—bacteria in feces, may cause disease

Pet waste affects water quality

Pet owners, take heed: If pet droppings are left exposed
to rain, the resulting runoff from even a medium-sized
watershed with 100 dogs can contain enough pollution
to close a bay to swimming and shellfish harvesting.

In 2002, Pierce County had more than 22,500 licensed
dogs and 9,500 licensed cats. Those pets produced
more than six tons of waste a day!

It’s the law. Many cities, towns and park districts
have regulations that require cleaning up after your
pets.




What can you do? Scoop the poop!

Cleaning up after your pet can be as simple as taking
a plastic bag or pooper scooper along on your next
walk. Then choose one of the following:

Bag it

Put waste in a securely closed bag and deposit it in

the trash. Do not put it in your yard waste container

because pet waste may carry diseases, and yard waste
treatment may not kill disease organisms.

Bury it
Bury waste at least one foot deep and cover with soil
in your yard or garden (not in food-growing areas).

Flush it

Only flush pet wastes if your home is served by a
sanitary sewer which goes to a sewage treatment
plant. Water from your toilet goes through a treatment
process that removes pollutants before it is discharged
into the environment.

To prevent plumbing problems, don’t flush debris or
cat litter. Cat feces may be flushed, but used litter
should be put in a securely closed bag in the trash.

Septic systems are not designed to accommodate the
high pollutant load of pet waste. To prevent premature
failure or excessive maintenance costs do not flush
pet wastes to your septic system.

Compost it

Waste from small animals other than dogs and cats
(rabbits, rodents, etc.), can be put in your compost
bin.

Stormwater protection: Everyone can help

Local Pollution Control Agencies

Contact Information

Mission Statement

Pierce County is working with citizens and businesses
to clean up stormwater runoff. We hope you will join us
by keeping pollutants out of our rivers, streams and
Puget Sound.

In Pierce County, runoff from rain and snowmelt flows
directly to creeks, rivers, lakes or Puget Sound with
little or no treatment.

Pet waste is raw sewage and can be harmful to children,
you and your pets. Clean up after your pets and dispose
of the material correctly.

Dial 911 or State of Washington Department of Ecology
0il (800) 258-5990
Other Substances (360) 407-6300

Washington State Department of Ecology
Southwest Region (360) 407-6300
Northwest Region (425) 649-7000

Tacoma Pierce County Health Department
(253) 798-6500

Farm or livestock management info:
Pierce Conservation District, (253) 845-9770

Visit Pierce County Water Programs online at:
www.piercecountywa.org/water

For additional copies of this brochure or other information
about maintaining or improving water quality in Pierce
County, please contact Pierce County Water Programs

The mission of the Water Programs Division is to
be a responsive service organization that efficiently
addresses flood control, water quality, and the
preservation of natural drainage systems.

% Pierce County
Public Works and Utilities

Water Programs

Www.piercecountywa.org/water



