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Next Steps

The major investment study (MIS) and a draft environmental impact statement (E15) will be prepared over the sum-
mer, with public review and comment requested this fall. A Anal eavironmental impact statement (FEIS) will then be

prepared, with project decisions w follow in 1997,

Cross-Base Highway Alternatives Narrowed from Eight to Four

Alternarives to butld a bighway to connect 15 to SR-7 between Fort Lewis and Methord Air Force Base were marrowed

Srowat edglt to four on March 6 as part of the environmental and maor
Sronn a serfes of open bowses and community bricfings beld in Fe

frpestIent frocess now undertoay. With input
bruary, the Cross-Baze Steering Commrittee dropped from

frrther study three alternatives in American Lake Cardens, af well o5 the I7ath Stroer Altermative in Spernate).

Community Infrut - Open houses were held on February 15 and 20 10 review the potential environmental impacts

and to gather public comments on eipht aliermarives

10 reduce congestion on exdsting roads on both sides of Fort Lewis and

MeChord Air Force Base. Comments from these meetings {see anicle below) and from a series of briefings with alfected
communities, equestrians, jurisdictions, the two military bases and other stakeholders were presented for review 1o the

Cross-Hase Steering Comntities an March 6.

The Process of Elimination - The multi-jurisdictional Steering Committee compared the eight alternatives on the
basds of their transporation benefits and impacts in three arcas—land wse, displacement, and the namral environment,
The Steering Commimee eliminated aliernarives on the basls of this smpantive analysis, The lollowing aliernatives were

dropped as a result of this process.

Alternatives Dropped within American Lake Gardens
Ihe Noritbern Alignment; Thsopion  South I Alternative: This

generally follows 140th Street S5 in the
nerthern secson of Americin Lake Gardens. [t
wits dropped because of Impaects w0 residences,
prodential impaces o the Milisry Ridio
Transmission Fucility locned on MoChaord Air
Force Base, and becavse it would biseo a
partion of the Westcor Hills, This option
woldd alse limie the potential fr foore
expansion of Alr Fosce Rase housing

COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
@ *if such i_i’frewi:l.f were 1o pass
through the Woodbrook Hunt Clul
ared, we will lose 1 villuable asset 1o our
communiey.t

& am very much in favor ufrhia

project. It is long overdue, It will ease.
the traitic both on the loop road & on
the freeway from 1-5 1o Faclfic Ave,.”
& " would also serve the rapidly grow-
ing residential areas of Bethel, South
Hill, Orrri ng, Sumner & Bonney Lake.,?
& "_it is the position of the Hunt Club
that, if there must be a Cross-Basze High-

way, that i should be locared 10 the
north of ou location on 150ch streer,,

option penerzlly follows the bound-
ary between Fort Lewds and Ameri-
can Lake Gardens, ruming nomh
before reaching Murray Roasd. This
::Fi'il:m WHE d.rl'.'l]'.l-pn."r.l besmese of its
nodse Impacts w Woodbrook Junios
High Schaol propeny, and becuuse it
wokd make it difficult or impossdle
fior the School Distrior 1o maintzin
the contiguous knd mass required
for certain funding for this Gaciliy,
This opricn would preserve most
commercild and residental unirs
kxcated along Murray Boad, but these
properties wonld be isolated o the
west of the highway, with access
provided only at the intersection of
Murray and 150th Strect SYW.

South 3 Alternative: This
ok ak folkoras the boundary
berween Forr Lewis and American
Lake Gardens, uening north as it
approaches Murmy Road, and
crossing onte Form Lewis property.
This opticm was dropped because it
would encroach on the Clover Park
Technical Collspe on Fon Lewis
ety west of Mursoy Feaid, The
alignment woukl also constriin
military uses on For Lewiz property.
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Alternatives Dropped
within the Spanaway Area

I76th Street: This alignment
wonild fallosar the existing 176th
Street South as it approaches Pacific
Avenue (3R-T) in Spanaway, expand-
ing the road on both sides (o accom-
moclivte traffic. This option was
dropped because Fort Lewds property
is avitilnble for the “Sowth of 176th
Street” alternative. The south
alignment provides the same trans
poration benefitss wAthour affecting
A0CCESS (0 eXisting propertics, along
176th Street 5,

Remaining Alternatives

Alignments slated (o receive full
environmenl and investmend
analysis and evaluation incude the
South-Ceneral, Central, and South 2
Alternatives in American Lake Gar-
dens. In the Spanaway area, the
“South of 176th Street” aliermative
willl also be analyeed, These alierna-
tives are depicted on the map on
page two. A more precise locaton
for cach alignment option will b

Tell Us Wha You Think!

The Study Team invites you to comment on the proposed highway, Let us know il there is additional information you
recommend we make available. We invite your comments on the propased improvements, Please direct YOUL Comments io
Patrick Baughman or Chris Beckman ar the address Below:

Patrick Baughman. P E.

Pierce Councy Public Works and Urilities
Transportation Engineering Superisor

2401 South $5th 50, KEoom 150

Tacoma, Washingron S8409

phone: {206) 5917172 fx: (206) 596-2740

Future open bouses, newzlerters and corvirminily briefings
are planned throughowut 1996 for resdidints of Lakavood,
Fort Lewds, MeChord Afr Force Base, Spanaroay and str-
roderidivig aveas. These forums are planned o give comri-
reities gifle oppovtumities b discuss thelr needs and the
Potentic fmpracts of o new road. ;

Align el Aljemaiies

Roadway Alignment Alternatives
To Receive Further Study
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