
ENHANCED SERVICES FACILITIES AND GROUP HOMES
Proposed Development Regulations
Land Use Advisory Commission(s) Meeting

Erik Jaszewski, Associate Planner
Planning and Public Works

erik.jaszewski@piercecountywa.gov | (253) 798-37527/8/2020



ÅEnhanced Services Facility (ESF)
ïLiving accommodations, treatment, supervision, meals, care, counseling
ïUp to 16 beds
ïAdults with behavioral health disorder or cognitive impairment requiring daily medical     

care or assistance
ïDischarged from mental hospital or psychiatric unit
ïSerious challenging behaviors; potentiallyposing a 

danger

ÅInterest from health service providers

ÅMoratorium on ESFs until October 3, 2020 
(Ord. 2020-32 and 2019-75)

Background
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ÅMust allow group homes and licensed/certified 
mental health care facilities. 
Growth Management Act

ÅCannot treat residential structures for disabled 
individuals differently than single-family homes. 
Federal Fair Housing Act and Washington Housing 
Protection Act

ïUnlessindividuals pose a direct threat and a 
significant risk to others

Requirements
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ÅMulti-unit or multi-bed facility providing care and living 
accommodations

ÅNew use to include ESFs (a new use type)

ÅMoved assisted living, nursing homes, memory care to new 
use

ÅOther non-substantive technical changes

ÅRegulations for other use types would not be changed*

Residential Care Facilities (code clean-up)
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ÅPerimeter landscape buffers (18J.15.040)

ÅParking minimums (18A.35)

ÅResidential design (18J.15.185)

ÅDefinitions (18A.33, 18.25.030)

ÅOther technical changes

ÅZoning in 9 Community Plan areas, Non-CP areas

Enhanced Services Facilities ςGeneral Regulations
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ÅLevel 3: 0-6 beds, no residents that pose risk or 
threat

ïUrban single-family residential zones: permitted

ïUrban multi-family residential zones: permitted

ïUrban commercial and mixed-use zones: permitted

Enhanced Services Facilities ςZoning 
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ÅLevel 4: 7-16 beds, no residents that pose risk or 
threat

ïUrban single-family residential zones: 
conditionally permitted

ïUrban multi-family residential zones: 
conditionally permitted

ïUrban commercial and mixed-use zones: 
permitted

Enhanced Services Facilities ςZoning 
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ÅLevel 5: 0-16 beds, residents may pose risk or threat

ïUrban commercial and mixed-use zones: 
conditionally permitted

ï1,000-foot separation from sensitive uses:
ÅSchools
ÅPlaygrounds and Parks
ÅRecreation centers
ÅChildcare centers
ÅTransit centers
ÅLibraries
ÅReligious assemblies
ÅOther Level 5 ESFs

Enhanced Services Facilities ςZoning 
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ÅSecurity and safety standards

ÅOperational standards

ÅPermitting requirements

ESF-Specific Regulations (18A.44)
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ÅClarify Group Homes Use (18A.33)

ÅLiving accommodations for a household of 7 or more 
people

ÅHelp with activities of daily living

ÅOn-site care and support

ÅExamples and technical changes

ÅNo changes to zoning

Group Homes
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ÅIndustry notice, news release, interested parties, specific 
stakeholders, newspaper meeting notices (2000+ emails)

ÅWebsite(181 visitors in 7 days)

ÅOnline open house(114 hits in 7 days)

ÅFAQ

ÅPublic comment/question forms (18 in 7 days)

ÅEmail subscribe

ÅPlanning Commission Hearing July 28

Outreach Efforts ςJuly 1 kickoff
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https://piercecountywa.gov/6891/Enhanced-Services-Facilities
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e4938baaaee6473a9de3ede10492fb4f

